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VENUS, NUMISMATICALLY RENDERED. 


A Roman coin is described to me, having on the reverse the figure of 
Venus holding in her right hand an apple, which she offers to Cupid hovering 
above ; her left hand is supported by the hasta pura. The legend is venus 
FELIX. The emblems, &c., on the obverse are totally obliterated by rust. I 
have been asked to whose agency this coin is to be credited, and the question 
suggests some comments on the various devices used to depict the Queen of 
Love on Greek and Roman coinage. 

Before proceeding to that, however, let me say that the coin alluded to 
was sent to a friend of mine by a European correspondent, and is said to 
have been found at Pompeii; and he writes me that his correspondent men- 
tions that in all the collections he has visited, he finds no coin of the sort, and 
is therefore inclined to consider it as either unique or extremely rare. If the 
piece was really found there, it may be so. That city was buried, as is 
well known, A. D. 79; without a personal inspection, | should be inclined to 
doubt both the rarity of the piece, or that it was exhumed at Pompeii. The 
description given of it, shows that it closely resembles one struck by Gallienus, 
(A. D. 260-268,) in honor of his wife Cornelia Salonina, who was killed A. D. 
268, at the same blow with her husband. In fact, I have little doubt it is the 
same. If so, it is anything but rare. I have one now before me, a denarius, 
in very low silver. The obverse has the head of the empress to the right, 
the features rather coarse for a Roman lady, a most elaborate head-dress 
presenting a frontal embellishment in the shape of acoronet. The dress is 
moderately drawn up at the neck as becomes a Roman matron of the ancient 
type. The bust is supported by a crescent moon (/una falcata) like a fowl in 
adish. The inscription is sALONINA AvG that is, Salonina the August, or 
“the Empress Salonina,” as you please. 

The reverse bears the goddess Venus. As a numismatic emblem, this is 
one of the most frequent. Rasche says (Zex. um.) “ the goddess of elegant 
form, of loves, of lust, * * * was believed to be born in Cyprus.” She was 
“from the foamy billows won,” as the poet says, or left by receding waves on 
the shore near the city of Paphos, where she had the highest worship, and 
whence her name, “the Paphian,” was derived. Cicero mentions numerous 
Venuses : indeed, as regards most of the celestial powers, revered by the 
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ancient world, there seem to have been as many places which sought to honor 
themselves by claiming the distinction of being the birthplace of one or 
another, as there were cities “ through which the living Homer begged his 
bread,” that disputed the honor of his nativity when he was dead. One, 
described by the Roman orator, who was very liberal in his religious creed, 
was born of the foam at Paphos; another was the daughter of Jupiter and 
Dione, (the Homeric story,) who married Vulcan; a third, styled the Syrian, 
conceived by Vyro, was otherwise known as Astarte; and the Grecian god- 
dess Aphrodite was the same as the Roman Venus. 

The principal reason why the Roman artists employed figures of Venus 
so frequently upon coins, was that fame and fable derived the Roman nation 
itself from Aeneas, the son of Venus by Anchises. The family of Caesar 
especially laid claim to this descent through Tulus, ( Julius,) the son of Aeneas ; 
and the numerous te temples, and countless inscriptions on coins ascribed to 
Veneri Genetrici, ‘to Venus the mother,” (of the Caesars,) are all explained 
by this. Ona very great proportion of the coins of Julius Caesar, whatever 
may be found upon the reverse, whether an elephant, emblems of worship, 
victorious trophies, or the flight from Troy, the obverse has the figure of 
Venus, gracefully bedecked ‘with necklace and ear- rings, her profile most 
charmingly delineated, and often a small figure of Cupid behind the neck. 
The emperor Galba was also a devout worshiper of Venus, as his coins show. 
The famous (or infamous) Cleopatra had herself presented on the coins of 
Cyprus in the habitude of Venus. Julia, the daughter of Augusta, imitated 
Cleopatra in this. The two Faustinas and Salonina were much attached to 
the goddess Venus. 

It would not be possible in a single article to point out the variations of 
form and titles under which this goddess appears upon Greek and Roman 
coins. Bent upon her knee, her right hand pushing back her hair from her 
throat, Cupid behind her ; kneeling and holding a mirror in her right hand ; 
running with extended arms; nude, as rising from the bath, with Cupid before 
her ; sitting, holding forth her right hand, her left supported by the arm of 
the chair; her right hand extended, at her feet a little child ; a little boy held 
out in her right hand, in her left a spear ; in her right hand a statue of Love 
and a spear, a dove at her side; in her right hand two statues of Love, a 
torch in her left hand; sitting, with Cupid’ at her side and a goat ; sitting, 
with a winged Cupid and four “figures standing by; in her right hand a shield, 
and in her left a branch of palm ; in her right hand the sacred dish (fatera) 
and a dove; sitting before a tree, holding a dove in her hand ; seated upon a 
shield, upon the prow of a ship, or upon the marine horse ; the same, but 
holding a dove in the right hand, a spear in the left; borne by Pegasus, in 
her right hand a sceptre, at her feet a serpent; standing, leaning upon a 
column ; standing within a wreath of myrtle, leading her son Cupid ; standing 
in the portico of a temple ; standing with a bow and quiver in the right hand, 
her left elbow leaning on a shield, her left hand holding an inverted spear, 
Cupid holding out to her a shield; standing, with a pair of scales in the right 
hand; the same, with the caduceus; standing, with two Cupids holding 
torches about her head ; standing, holding a horse by the bridle ; holding a 
trifid flower ;— but the enumeration would fill pages. Now we know that 
every one of these positions and additional types was in a sense hieroglyphical, 


























1879. | AMERICAN JOURNAL OF NUMISMATICS. 79 


full of a meaning that could not be half so well expressed by words, and a 
language which the most unlettered peasant understood as well as a Cicero or 


a Virgil. It is this that gives to numismatics its value as a medium of refined 
taste. Every type or emblem touches history, mythology, biography in many 
places. 

But the inscriptions. Let us see under what names the meretricious 
mother of Aeneas is displayed on coins. Not to speak of Venus Felix, the 
happy, prosperous or fortunate Venus, which we have already noticed in the 
coin of Salonina, we find her styled Venus Augusta, the venerable or august ; 
Venus Coelestis, the heavenly or celestial ; Venus Genetrix, the mother ; Venus 
Victrix, the conquering Venus, as referring to the dominating power of love ; 
Venus Coelestis Genetrix, Venus, the heavenly mother, and others. But few 
Americans have an idea of the immense variety of types used in ancient 
coinage, and the innumerable numbers of pieces that were struck by ancient 
mints. 


La Grange, Kentucky. 


Ropert Mornis. 





MASONIC MEDALS. 


(Continued from Volume XIII. p. 64.) 


CCCLVI. Obverse, Bust to left. Legend, FRIEDERICUS AUGUSTUS 
PRINCEPS BR: LUNEB: MAG: SUPR: ORD: MUR: IN STAT: BORUSS: | Frederic 
Augustus, Prince of Brunswick and Luneburg, Grand Master of the Masonic 
Order in Prussia.| Reverse, An angel, wearing a Mason's apron, is sacrificing 
at a burning altar, near which are Masonic working tools and a broken column. 
In the background, on the left, seven steps lead to a temple. Legend, vota 
FRATRUM. [The vows of the brethren.| In exergue, LUSTRUM INTRODUCTIO- 
NIs | 1. NOV: | MpcCLxxviI in three lines. [| Fifth anniversary of his initiation, 
Nov. 2, 1777.] Size, “something larger than a thaler,” which would be 
about 28, American scale. Merzdorf describes this Medal from an engraving 
in a “ Collection of Masonic Orations, Odes,” &c. He considers its existence 
as doubtful, but assigns its origin to the National Grand Mother Lodge of the 
Three Globes. 

CCCLVII. Obverse, Inscription in fourteen lines, 1: C: A: THEDEN | K: 
PR: IS GEN: CHIR: | GEB: D: 13 SEPT: 1714 | FEIERTE SEIN 5O IAEHRIG: | 
DIENST-IUBILAEUM | IM KREISE VON MAURERN | DIE IHN NIE | AUS IHRER 
MITTE | VERLIEREN WURDEN | WENN DANKBARKEIT | UND LIEBE | IMM LEBEN | 
GEBEN | KOENNTEN. [Theden,* First Royal Prussian Surgeon-general, born 
Sept. 13, 1714, celebrated his fiftieth anniversary of service, surrounded by 
Masons who will never lose him from their midst, while gratitude and love 
can prolong his life.] Reverse, A pillar, around which the serpent of Escula- 
pius has entwined itself; on its top the Centaur Chiron. On a mosaic 





* Theden’s full name was John Christian Anton May- Reverse, Within a wreath of oak tied by a ribbon at the 


ers Theden (as I learn from Zacharias and Merzdorf). The bottom the inscription in ten lines, DER HERR | HAT DEN 


former has an engraving by which I fix the size, VIII, 2, 
and conform the spelling to that, except that he omits the 
N in THEDEN. He also gives an engraving of another 
Medal of Theden, which he includes among Masonics, 
but which Merzdorf does not admit, and I think, properly. 
Obverse, Bust of Theden to right, under which on the 
left, in very small letters, F: Loos Legend, IOH: CHR: 

ANT : THEDEN ERSTER K: PR: GEN: CHIRURGUS [The- 
den, First Surgeon General of the Prussian kingdom. ] 





ARZT | GESCHAFFEN UND | KQENIGE EHREN IHN -@&- 
SEINEM AMTSIURBILAZUM | GEWIDMET | VON DEN K: PR: 
PENS : | CHIRURGEN | DEN 27 1UL: | 1787 [God created 
the physician, and kings honor him. In commemoration 
of his fifiieth year of service, from the Royal Prussian 
Surgeons, July 27, 1787.] The dies of the reverse of 
this Medal show weakness in the wreath, and a piece 
is broken out on the upper left hand edge of most, and 
it is somewhat rare. Bronze. Size 23. 
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pavement are dispersed at its foot various Masonic implements, a square, level 
and trowel on the right ; the compasses, a globe, Bible, gavel, &c., on the 
left; in the background on the left the rising sun, and on the right, above, the 
crescent moon in clouds. In exergue, D- 27+ IULII | 1787 in two lines, (July 
27, 1787,) and in small letters, near the edge, ABRAMSON. Gold (one, presented 
to Theden,) silver and copper. Size 24. This also Merzdorf asigns to the 
same Grand Lodge. 

CCCLVIII. Obverse, Bust of Zinnendorf turned to the left: around 
his neck a chain collar of square links, to which is suspended a square: on 
the arm, in small letters, c. HOLLENBACH. Legend, Johann @ilhelm Ellenberger, 
gennant bon Zinnendorf. 24. Junius. 1770. | John William Ellenberger, called von 
Zinnendorf.| Reverse, The interior of a Gothic church, showing nine arches, 
with an ornate window at the further end of the nave; on each side are 
aisles, lighted by windows: the floor has a mosaic pavement: in the nave 
is an altar of three steps, upon which three gavels are lying, tied by a cable- 
tow, the loops of which fall in front of the altar. Legend, Ber Gr: 1: Z: 6: 
Deutschl: © LEhre vankbaren Tochter « 24. Junius 1820, « In exergue, %: Geusau, v: 
Castillon Rramer fuller | ob: Meander Becherer | Bronke Lgr: WH: vb: Wessen MMumsen | Hyg: BH: v: Gotha 
b: Beulwits, | 0: Schmivt. in five lines. | To the Grand Land-Lodge of Germany. Its 
grateful daughter. 24 June, 1820, &c.] This was struck at Berlin, 1820. 
Silver, copper, and perhaps other metals. Size 36.* 

CCCLIX. Obverse, Bust of Guionneau, turned to the right, wearing a 
collar or ribbon, to which is suspended a Maltese cross. Legend, In two 
circles, L. A. DE GVIONNEAV LATOMOR. III. GLOB. SVMM. PRAESVL in the outer, 
and NAT. D. XI. DEC. CIO 19 CCXLIX in the inner. [L. A. De Guionneau, Grand 
Master of the Masons of the Three Globes, born Dec. 11, 1749.| Under the 
bust, in very small letters, GorTze Fr. Reverse, An altar adorned at its base 
with cherubim, and with rams’ heads at its upper corners: between the 
cherubim is tracery of fine scroll work, and between the rams’ heads is also 
ornamental work: on its front a circle containing the arms of the Grand 
Lodge of the Three Globes,—three globes in their frames, one over two. 
On the top of the altar is a small flame. Legend, vora AMICORVM, LATOMO 
L. ANNOR. [Tribute of his friends to a Mason of fifty es In exergue, 
in two lines, BEROL. D. vil. Nov. | clo 19 ccc xx um. [ Berlin, Nov. 7, 1824.]+ 
Silver and bronze. Size 26. 

CCCLX. Obverse, Bust of Zinnendorf to left; on the arm, G. Loos. D 
Legend, IOHANN WILHELM ELLENBERGER GENANNT VON ZINNENDORF. # 27 
DEC. 1776# The bust on this Medal strongly resembles CCCLVIII, but 
there are slight differences. Reverse, The interior of a Gothic church of nine 
arches ; in the background an altar, on which is a cushion and a small Tem- 
plar’s cross (patee) on its front; a cable-tow lying on the altar unites it 
to two cubic stones, one on either side, the right of which has on its faces 


* The names in exergue are mostly, and I presume 
all of them, those of the Grand Masters. I find Findel 
gives the order of the earlier ones in various places, as 
follows : — Martin Kronke, 1770; Prince Louis of Hesse- 
Darmstadt, 1773-4; Zinnendorf, Sept. 30, 1774-5 and 
1780-2 ; Ernest, Duke of Saxe-Gotha, 1775 to Dec. 21, 
1776; Von der Golz, 1776-7; James Mumsen, 1777-79; 
Von Geusau, probably in 1779-80; Castillon, 1732-89, 
and again 1799-1814; Beulwitz, 1789-1799 ; Neander, 
1814-1817 ; Von Schmidt, 1818. These are probably ap- 
proximately correct, but do not include all the names on 





the Medal, which it will be seen are not in chronologic 
order. This was struck on the semi-centennial of the 
union of twelve Lodges, to form the Grand Lodge of all 
the Freemasons of Germany, or ‘* Landes Loge.”’ 

t Merzdorf has several variations in his description, 
which I have corrected above from the Medal in my collec- 
tion. He has Gvjonneav, (j fori) on obverse: he also 
gives on reverse, Latomorum for amicorvm, fec. for f. and 
Annorwm for Annor. I suppose these were errors, as I 
find no allusion to any variation in dies, for this Medal. 
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two A (levels?) and that on the left two St. Andrew's crosses.* 
HOCHSTERL. U. HOCHSTW. GR. L. ST. L. V. DEUTSCHL. IN BERLIN AM IUBELF. 


Legend, DER 


* 27. DEC. 1826. » [I take these abbreviations to signify Hochsterleuchtete 
Und Hochstwurdige Gross Landes Stuarts Loge von Deutschland, &c. To 
the most illustrious and most venerable Grand Stuarts Land Lodge of Ger- 
many on its semi-centennial festival, in Berlin, Dec. 27, 1826.] In exergue, 
V. GEUSAU V. CASTILLON KRAMER | MULLER, V. NEANDER | BECHERER PALMIER 
in three lines, a dash below the names. Silver, bronze, and perhaps other 
metals. Size 37. 

CCCLXI. Obverse, Bust turned to the right, on the edge of which 
C. PFEUFFER FEC. below which G. Loos pir Legend, FRIDERICVS PRINCEPS REGNI 
BORVSS. HERES ANNOS NATVS XXVI > | Frederic, Prince and heir of the king- 
dom of Prussia, aged 26.] Reverse, A sunken field, in which three female 
figures, representing Wisdom, Strength, and Beauty, surround an altar, a 
tongue of flame on their heads; the one on the left crowned with stars, and 
wearing a jewel of a double triangle, holds a square and compasses in her 
right hand, and in her left one end of a cable-tow which passes three times 
around the cubic stone or altar; the central figure, Minerva, wears a jewel of 
a radiant triangle and has a gavel in her left hand, and in her right she holds 
a sword, the point of which extends over the altar ; the one on the right has 
a veil thrown back on her head; she wears a jewel of a radiant star, and 
holds a level in her right hand, and the end of the cable-tow in her left : this 
cable-tow has three “love knots” in it on the front of the altar. The altar is 
also surrounded by three pillars; its front has F incused: on its top area 
crossed trowel and key ; it rests upon a segment of the globe, showing a part 
of Germany, and the boundary of Brunswick, and the words BRVNSvICVM 
GERMANIA in two lines, the second curving. Legend, RECEPTVs IN ORDINEM 
LIBERVM LATOMORVM NOCTE DIE XIV AVG. A. MDCCXXXVIII INSECVTA >] [| Re- 
ceived into the Order of Free Masons on the evening following the 14th day 
of August, 1738.] In exergue, CELEBRANDIS SOLLEMNIBVS | SAECVLARIBVS 
ANNO | MDCCCXxxvull in three lines. [Celebrating the centennial festival, 1838. ] 
Silver and bronze. Size 28. Rare. (See Plate.) 

CCCLXII. Obverse, Bust of Frederic to the left, surrounded by rays. 
Legend, FRIEDRICH KRONPRINZ VON PREUSSEN above, and AM XIV. AUG. 
MpcCxxxvill_ below. | Frederic, Crown Prince of Prussia, Aug. 14, 1738.] On 
the edge of the bust, below, BRANDT. F. in very small incused letters. Re- 
verse, A monumental altar, on three steps ; on its top a small flame is burning : 
at its two lower corners are eagles with expanded wings, from which a heavy 
wreath hangs across the lower step. On the front, in the centre, are two 
clasped hands, surrounded by a wreath of ivy, under which are the, square, 
gavel and compasses. Legend, sAECULAR FEIER In exergue AM XIV AUG. | 
MDCCCXXXVIII | BERLIN in three lines. [Centennial celebration on Aug. 14, 
1838.] Silver and bronze. Size 27. Scarce. Struck in honor of the cen- 
tennial of the initiation of Frederick the Great. 


* The cross of St. Andrew is an emblem prominent in 
the higher grades of Zinnendorf’s system. The names in 
exergue are those of Past Grand Masters; see Note to 
CCCLVIIL. ‘This would seem to have been struck for 
some special semi-centennial festival ; it is not for that 
of the foundation of the Grand Lodge. 

t See Fournal of Numismatics, 1876, p. 69, where 


this Medal appears to be described as size 26. My impres- 
sion is size 28. It was struck by the Grand Lodge of the 
Three Globes. 

t There are some slight errors in Merzdorf’s descrip- 
tion, and he gives the lettering on the bust, BRAND F. F. 
instead of as I have it, which | correct by the Medal in my 
collection. It was struck by the G. L. of the Three Globes. 
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CCCLXIII. Obverse, Bust of Palmie to the right, wearing a collar 
composed of alternate St. Andrew's and Maltese crosses nearly concealed by 
drapery ; under the bust in small letters, c. pFEUFFER FEC. Legend, IOHANN 
MICHAEL PALMIE above, and GEBOREN ZU BERLIN D. 4 OCTOBER 1767. below. 
[John Michael Palmie, born at Berlin, Oct. 4, 1767.] Reverse, Three female 
figures holding three keys above an open book which lies upon an altar of 
stone, vefore an elevated veiled figure, who is seated, facing, upon a throne, 
the back of which rises as two pillars, one on each side, and crowned with 
globes ; her left hand uplifted holds an extinguished lamp, and her right draws 
aside her veil: at her feet isalamb. The figure on observer's left holds a 
long sword in her right hand; and the one on the right has a palm branch in 
her left hand. A small star is over the heads of these two: the central figure 
has nothing but the key in her hands, and her head is draped. The front of 
the altar has the inscription in four lines ETQ EIM! MAN | TO FEFONOZ | KAI 
ON KAI | EXOMENON. [I am all, the past, and the present, and the future. | 
Legend, IHR WERDET D. WAHRHEIT ERKENNEN U. D. WAHRH. WIRD EUCH 
FREI MACHEN. EV. IOH. VIII. 32. (And ye shall know the truth, and the truth 
shall make you free. St. John’s Gospel, viii. 32.) In exergue, ZUR MAURER 
IUBELFEIER DES 0. | MEISTERS D. GR. L.L. V. DEUTSCHL. | D. 21. IAN. 1840 in 
three lines, and in small letters below, G. Loos pir. [ Masonic semi-centennial 
of the Grand Master (Ordens Meister) of the Grand Land Lodge of Germany, 
Jan. 21, 1840.|] Silver and bronze. Size 33.* Rare. (See Plate.) 

CCCLXIV. Obverse, Bust of Frederic William to left. Legend, rrip., 
GVIL. LVD. PRINCEPS BORVSsORVM. [Frederic William Louis, Prince of the 
Prussians.| Below, in very small letters, G. Loos DIR. H. LORENZ FEC. Re- 
verse, On the trunk of an oak, smoothed off for an altar top, is a cushion on 
which are lying a sword, gavel, and collar, to which is suspended a square ; 
against the trunk are leaning shields, bearing the arms of the three Grand 
Lodges of Prussia; on the left that of the ‘Grand National Mother Lodge 
of the Three Globes, ’—three globes, one in front, two behind, all resting on 
the ground ; the lower part of the shield mason work, colors not denoted : in 
the centre that of the “Grand Land Lodge of Germany,’+—an altar adorned in 
front, with the square and compasses, across it lies a cable-tow, and over it is 
the meridian sun : and on the right that of the “Grand Lodge, Royal York 
of Friendship,’—azure, a pallium{ or, between three doves close, upon olive 
branches ; on the pallium are two compasses conjoined at the heads (so that 
one point extends along each branch of the pallium). The roots of the tree 
and oak leaves appear between the shields, and on their sides. Over the altar 
a crowned eagle soars, holding a palm branch in his talons. Legend, in a 
roughened border, PROTECTOR ORDINIS LATOMORVM PER BORVSSOS FLORENTIS * 
[Protector of the prosperous Masonic Order throughout Prussia.| In exergue, 
in three lines, INITIATVS BEROLINI | D. XxII MAII | MDCCCXL. [Initiated at Berlin, 
on the 22d of May, 1840.| Silver and bronze. Size 28. (See Plate.) 

CCCLXV. Obverse, Portrait of Frederic (the Great) to left and front, 
in uniform and chapeau, and wearing the collar and jewel (square) of the 
Master. Legend, FRIDERICVS II BORVSS. REX LATOMIAE CONDITOR BEROLINI ET 


* The lettering below the bust is given FEctt by Merz- of CCCLVIII and CCCLX will be noticed. 
dorf, p. 7, but the last two letters are not on the Medal. t It may be proper to say that a pallium is similar in 
+ The similarity of the arms to the device on obverse figure to the letter ** Y,’’ and thus alludes to York. 
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PRIMVS III GLOBOR. PRAESVL. + [Frederic II. King of Prussia, founder of Free- 
masonry at Berlin, and first Grand Master of the L odge of the Three Globes. | 
Below the bust, G. Loos. DIR. C. PFEUFFER FEC. Reverse, A draped curtain, 
suspended to a rod, which is entwined with a cable-tow having a love-knot in 
its centre; on the curtain is the device of the Grand Lodge of the Three 
Globes (three globes in their frames); above is soaring the Prussian eagle, 
crowned, holding in his right talons a sceptre, and in his left an orb. The 
curtain falls upon a mosaic pavement, and from behind it appear the rays of 
the sun. Legend, SACRA LATOMORVM IN REGNO BORVSS. D. 13 SEPTEMB. 1740 
INAVGVRATA * [The rites of Freemasonry inaugurated in the kingdom of 
Prussia, September 13, 1740.|] In exergue, SECVLARIA A SODALITATE TRIVM | 
GLOBOR. CELEBRATA | D. 13 SEPT. 1840 in three lines. |The centennial anni- 
versary celebrated by the Lodge of the Three Globes, Sept. 13, 1840.] Silver 
and bronze. Size 33. (See Plate.) 

CCCLXVI. Obverse, Bust to left. of Count Henckel, below which in 
very small letters, G. LOOS. DIR. H. LORENZ FECIT. Legend, WILH. LuDw. 
VICTOR GRAF HENCKEL V. DONNERSMARCK [| William Louis Victor, Count Hen- 
ckel von Donnersmarck.] Reverse, On a mosaic pavement lies a carpet, on 
which are a cable-tow, an apron, a square with ribbon, a key having a trian- 
angular handle, &c.: below is a cubic stone or altar, on the top of which is an 
open book, crossed by a sword and palm branch, and on its front the square 
suspended to a ribbon surrounding a gavel erect ; above is a circle surrounded 
by rays enclosing a rose; on the left of the altar, a low pillar, bearing the 
celestial globe, and on the right, one with the terrestrial. Legend, ER Ist pD. 
MSTRS. RUF U. BEFEHL GEHORSAM GEWESEN DARUM GING IHM D. S. D. W. AUF ® 
In exergue, The arms of the Lodge zur Bestandigkeit, a shield bearing the 
square and compasses, with sprigs growing from the ground, pb. 12. oct. 1841. 
and on a ribbon, BESTAENDIGKEIT. Silver and bronze. Size about 24.* 

CCCLXVII. Obverse, A pillar on a platform of seven (?) steps; its 
capital surmounted by a crown, having on it the letter p ; upon the crown is 
ahat. On the shaft of the pillar a monogram of the script letters } p G s 
interlaced, which I take to be the initials of Jonathan (zur) der Gekronten 
Saule, or Jonathan of the Crowned Pillar: on the base the letter 1; in the 
lower corners on the right and left, a cypher of two script C’s interlaced, above 
which is a crown. (See Plate.) Reverse, Inscription in eight lines, IN | sIGNE | 
MEM | BRORUM | LIBER - FRAT - LATOM | LEG. REVIVISC. 10S | IONATAN | BRUNS- 
vIGA.... bcc... This is an equilateral triangle in shape, suspended by a 
loop on the planchet at the top. Each side has five triangular groups of rays. 
Silver. Size 16, on the side, inside the rays. Extremely rare. 





* 1 take the abbreviations D.s. D. W. to mean perhaps Jonathan zum Pfeiler, or Jonathan of the Pillar, "eb. 12, 
DIE SAULE DES WAHRHEIT, -- the pillars (for the portals 1744. It appears to have changed its name later from zum 
or gate) of truth opened to him, or more probably, as /feiler to sur Saule, having the same signification. In 
suggested by the W. M. of Pythagoras Lodge, which has 1773 this and two other Brunswick Lodges were united 
this Medal, —DIE SONNE DER WEISHEIT —in which case the into one, called Car/ sur Gekronten Saule, or Charles of 
legend will signily, He was obedient to the Master’s call the Crowned Pillar, under which name it celebrated its 
and command, and therefore the sun of wisdom arose for centennial in 1844. The cypher on the pillar would seem 
him. This Medal was struck by the Lodge zur Bestan- to show that the Lodge Jonathan had assumed the name 
digkeit, [of Constancy,] Berlin. of Crowned Pillar some time before. This Medal was 

t The rest of the eighth line I cannot decipher, and struck by the same Lodge which issued V, and probably 
the sixth is also too much obliterated to be correctly read. XII of this list. I describe it from one in my own col- 
It signifies, so far as it is legible, Badge of the Members lection; it is one of the oldest as well as one of the most 
of the Fraternity of Freemasons, of the [Lodge] Jonathan, interesting of the German Masonics, and was unknown to 
Brunswick, &c. This Lodge was founded under the name Merzdorf. 
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CCCLXVIII. Obverse, Three hands issuing from clouds, grasping each 
other; from that on the left a plumb is suspended by a ribbon; from that in 


the centre, a square, and from that on the right, a level. Below is a cubic 
stone upon which lies a scroll with an elaborate C. Legend, ona ribbon, His 
SPLENDOR FACVLTAS CONCORDIA | By these beauty, skill, and harmony.| Re- 
verse, A pillar resting upon seven steps, having on its base the letter 1, on its 
capital a crown, and surrounded by rays, and an equilateral triangle, the base 
of which rests on the platform. On the apex of the triangle is a hat. In 
exergue, BRVNSVIGAE D. 12. FEBR. | 5744. in two lines. Gold, silver, and 
copper. Size 18. Rare.* 

CCCLXIX. Obverse, A pillar, having on its capital a crown surmounted 
by an owl, on its base the cypher c. F, and supported by seven steps; near 
the base on the left are the square, compasses, and level, interlaced, and on 
the right the compasses erect, one point resting on a rough and the other on a 
perfect ashlar. Jegend, NEGLECTA REDIRE VIRTVS AVDET. | Virtue neglected 
dares to return.| In exergue, PRAMIVM VIRTVT: | ET DILIGENT: in two lines. 
[Reward of virtue and diligence.] Reverse, A landscape, with hills on the 
right, from which flows a river : in the back-ground are trees and mountains ; 
the sun shines from the right above the hills. Legend, soLis ET RIVI BENE- 
FICIO SVRGVNT. [They rise by the aid of sun and stream.] In exergue, in 
three lines, SCHOLA& MVRAR: LIBB: | BRVNSV: FVND: | MDCCLXxI. [For the 
school +} of the Freemasons of Brunswick, founded 1771.] On the left, on the 
edge of the river bank, C. F. Krull Fec. in small letters. Silver and copper. 
Size 28. The dies are believed to be still in existence, in the possession of 
the Lodge Charles of the Crowned Pillar, but the Medal is scarce. 

CCCLXX. Obverse, Bust to right. Legend, above, JAcoB FRIEDRICH 
LANGERFELDT. Under the edge of the bust, F. "Reverse, Inscription in seven 
lines, 25 JAHR | MEISTER V: ST. | DER GQ CARL ZUR | GEKRONTEN SAULE | BRAUN- 
SCHWEIG | 24 JUNI | 1843. Langerfeldt** was twenty-five years presiding 
Master (Meister von stuhl) of the Lodge Charles of the Crowned Pillar. 
Silver and bronze. Size 20, 

CCCLXXI. Obverse, On a mosaic pavement a pillar, on a platform of 
seven steps; on its base the letter 1 with a small six-pointed star each side 
and over it: on the capital is a crown. The pillar is surrounded by rays, and 
enclosed in an equilateral triangle, on the apex of which is a hat. No legend. 
In exergue, in two lines, BRAUNSCHWEIG D. 12 FEB. | 1744. Reverse, Inscrip- 
tion in six lines, ZUR | SACULAR FEIER | DER © CARL ZUR GEKRONTEN SAULE | D. 
12 FEBRUAR | 1844 |Centennial celebration of the Lodge Charles of the 
Crowned Pillar, &c.,| at the bottom a small r. Silver and bronze. Size 18. 

CCCLXXII. Obverse, Harpocrates leaning on a pillar, with legend and 
exergue as XII. Reverse, Near five ashlars above which is a hand, holding 





* Merzdorf places this Medal under 1744, the date it 
bears, — which I am confidentis too early, and merely al- 
ludes to that of the foundation of the Lodge ; it is men- 
tioned in Bode’s Almanac, 1777. In commenting on the 
Freemason’s Ducat, so-called, —XII,—-Merzdorf, p. 12, 
says that ‘*In the records of the Lodge Charles of the 
Pillar, is found a notice under date of 1745, that some one 
desired to strike a Medal, and the statement that the 
matter was referred to the R. W. Master in the chair.’’ I 
think therefore that either this or the preceding Medal, 
bearing the name or device of the Lodge, was the one 
alluded to, and not the ‘*ducat’’ XII— which bears no 


reference to the Lodge —though now generally, I think, 
supposed to have been struck by it. 

+ The school was established by the Lodge St. Charles, 
for four children of Masons, and on the union mentioned in 
Note, p. 83, it was increased to twelve. Duke Ferdinand 
of Brunswick ordered this Medal to be prepared by Krull, 
the Mint Commissioner, for the most studious pupils, and 
the letters F. and Cc. on the base, allude to Ferdinand and 
Charles. Pythagoras Lodge has one in bronze. I incline 
to the opinion that the so-called ducats, (XII,) which were 
doubtless used for premiums, may have been struck as re- 
wards for the children of this school. 
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a level, a Freemason wearing an apron, is sitting on a cubic stone: in his 
right hand he holds a trowel, in his left he has the extended compasses and 
measures an ashlar lying near his feet. Legend, 2&QVA LEGE SORTITVR INSIG- 
Nes ET Mos [Allotted by impartial law to the lofty and the lowly.*] In 
exergue, ornamental scroll work similar to that on XII. This Medal I des- 
cribe from Merzdorf, who does not mention size or metal, but considers it to 
have been struck by the same Lodge with the preceding. 

CCCLXXIII. Obverse as obverse of XII. Reverse, Similar to reverse 
of CCCLXVIII, but from a smaller die; the inscription in the exergue is 
omitted, and in its place is an ornamental scroll. Silver. Size 16. This is 
somewhat rare, and German writers seem to think that the association of 
this reverse die of the Lodge Charles of the Crowned Pillar, with the obverse 
of the “ Ducat,” sufficiently establishes the theory that the latter piece was 
issued by that Lodge.t 

CCCLXXIV. Obverse, Harpocrates with legend and exergue as XII. 
Reverse, Group of six ashlars, with hand and level above ; legend and orna- 
ment in exergue, as reverse of XII. Copper, and perhaps other metals. 
Size 26. This, like the smaller prize medals or ducats, (XII.) was struck, as 
Merzdorf believes, by the Lodge Charles of the Crowned Pillar, and he places 
it under the same date, 1745. 

CCCLXXV. Obverse, The Masonic building at Breslau. Legend, pas 
GEBAUDE DER III VEREINIGT, FREIMAURERLO. [The building of the three united 
Masonic Lodges.| In exergue, in four lines, zu BRESLAU | EINGEWEIHET | D. 
11.1: sept. | 1817. [Consecrated at Breslau on the eleventh day of September, 
1817.] Reverse, A chain, enclosed in which are two horns of plenty: at 
the sides, in the chain, are two triangles, the apex pointing in. Under the 
chain is a radiant triangle, in which is the All-seeing eye: on the right is the 
moon, and on the left a five-pointed star. Legend, EINIGKEIT UMSCHLINGE 
DAS BAND DES LEBENS. | Harmony entwines the bond of life.} The legend 
has the tops of the letters inward. Silver. Size about 25.{ 

W. T. R. MARVIN. 


COINS USED FOR SECRET DESPATCHES BY LOUIS XVL, &c. 


Editors American Fournal of Numismatics : 


I seEND you the following account of a curious piece, taken from a letter 
written from Paris, which appeared in the columns of the Pizladelphia Evening 
Bulletin for May 24, 1877. The history of the coin described possesses so 
much interest, that I think it worthy of preservation in the Journad. 

‘A curious coin in the shape of a sou is still in the possession of a family 
here ; a sou which has a history ; a sou with the effigy of the Republique ; 
only a sou; but such asou! Many a collector would give golden sous for it. 
Cut in two, it screws together, and opens like a box. This sou served to 
carry the correspondence of poor Louis XVI., Marie Antoinette, and Mme. 
Elizabeth while incarcerated in the Temple. It was preserved by the valet, 
Clerk, and left to his family, who deem it almost a holy relic.” 

* The legends on this Medal are both from the well- The Leipsic Lodge ‘‘ Minerva of the Three Palms,’’ had 


known Ode of Horace, Lib. iii. 1. only a plaster cast. Merzdort fixes the date as 1772. 
t There is one in silver, in the Pythagoras Collection. t This Medal is in the Pythagoras Collection. 


VOL. XIII. 12 
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Whether the above is well authenticated, I cannot say, but I have seen a 
similar relic in the possession of a family once residing in Camden. Tradition 
said it was used to carry secret despatches in the French Revolution ; no 
connection was claimed for it with the royal family. The size was nine anda 
half by the scale. It was lighter in weight than ordinary pieces, and very 
little thicker, which were the only distinguishable differences. The halves 
were so closely joined, and the milling (a wreath as near as | remember) so 
skillfully made, that the line of juncture coming in the “ leaf line” was not in 
the least noticeable. No one would suspect its use. It would probably hold 
half an ordinary sheet of thin s#zf note paper closely folded. The foregoing 
writer mentions the coin in Paris as a sou. The one shown me was of the 
denomination Ux Decime, more properly a two sou piece. A vea/ coin in my 
possession weighs half an ounce. 


Camden, New Fersey. becaaait altace np 





THE MAXIMILIAN DOLLAR. 


Tue following curious account of Maximilian Dollars, which originally appeared in the 
Philadelphia Times, has been sent us for preservation in the Yournal. 

I HAVE in my possession a Maximilian dollar, the well authenticated 
legend of which is as follows : When the last coinage was made, the die broke 
and the last piece was mangled, so that its resemblance to a dollar was hardly 
recognizable, and the piece was given to the Empress Carlotta as a memento 
of the incident. On examination of the mintage, it was discovered that when 
the die was first broken, a small clip, like a gash, was made visible in the 
forehead of the effigy. The crack was enlarged in each succeeding piece, 
until the thirty-second ; the succeeding three pieces were badly broken, and 
the thirty-sixth was the illegible mass of silver now in Carlotta’s possession. 

When the discovery was made, it occurred to the workmen that the 
circumstance was an omen of some dire disaster, and the excitement was 
intensified when it was announced that Maximilian was thirty-two years old 
when he became Emperor of Mexico, and that he was then in the third year 
of his reign, and the belief obtained that the last mangled thirty-sixth piece 
indicated a tragic and terrible finale to the monarch. An American officer 
was in charge of the Mint, and he immediately secured the pieces, one of 
which I have. I have seen a vast number of these dollars, but no other with 
the broken die mark as described. Was the incident ominous? The history 
of the Emperor will make. many persons so believe, for omens, and all the 
strange fancies which prevail now, have as many devotees as in the olden times, 
when magic, enchantment and diablerie were feared and believed. 

Ferdinand Joseph Maximilian was born in Schonbrun, Austria, 1832, 
became Emperor of Mexico, June 12, 1864, and was shot, June 19, 1867. He 
was thirty-two years old when he assumed the throne, reigned three years 
and one week, was thirty-five and in his thirty-sixth year when executed. 
His body was mangled, and one ball entered his head at the exact spot where 
the silver burr made by the broken die shows on the forehead of the effigy. 
Was it prophetic of his tragic doom? I have told you the legend as it came 


to me from a reliable source. oa fae ee 
Mount Foy, Pa. me ‘ 
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THE MICKLEY MEDAL. 


A DECIDED novelty, in the medal line of art, is that which is about to be 
noticed, and has just appeared among us. I refer to the medal of the late 
Joseph J. Mickley of Philadelphia, executed at the Royal Mint of Stockholm, 
Sweden. The singularity of this piece of work consists, first, in the com- 
memoration and honoring of an American citizen by a foreign artist ; and 
secondly, in the fact that the artist is a lady, doubtless the only lady engraver 
of dies of any note ever known. There have been numerous medals of 
American officers and statesmen struck in Paris, at a time when we had no 
home artists equal to such work ; but these were ordered by our government, 
and therefore not from the engraver’s own heart, save as he expected to be 
paid for his labor. I should here make an exception, in the case of the 
remarkable medal of General Washington, struck by or for account of 
D. Eccleston of Lancaster, in England, in 1805. Such a medal must have 
been the result of a high appreciation, and of not a little boldness and inde- 
pendence. Those who own it ought to prize it. 

The medal under consideration is two-inches in diameter, and the parti- 
cular piece now before me is in fine silver ; but as the dies are here, other pieces 
will shortly be struck in bronze, for those wishing to obtain them. The 
obverse exhibits a very fine head, and an excellent likeness of the venerable 
subject ; and around is the legend, giving his name, and stating the fact of his 
having been President of the Numismatic and Antiquarian Society of Phila- 
delphia ; NAT. 1799 OB. 1878. Also in small letters, LEA AHLBORN, FEC. On 
the reverse is an oak wreath, enclosing the motto, STAT SINE MORTE DECUS. 
Altogether it is in the highest style of art. 

The history or occasion of this medal will be best introduced by an 
extract from Mr. Mickley’s Diary, written while he was at Stockholm :— 

“Tuesday, July 26th. (1870.) Visited the Mint. It was not in operation; the 
Mint master, Mr. Ackermann, was very friendly, went through the establishment with 
me, to show me all the different parts. I saw nothing different from anything I had 
seen in the machinery of other Mints I visited, except a machine for planing the plan- 
chets, to give them the proper weight. But the most remarkable about it is, that the 
person engraving the dies is a lady, Mrs. Lea Ahlborn, 44 years of age. She is the 
daughter of the late Mr. P. L undgren, who was the engraver before her. "He taught her 
modeling and engraving, when he found she had a talent for it. She presented me with 
two medals, one for the Mint Cabinet, and the other for myself. She is a very pleasant 
and amiable lady ; speaks German fluently. She has a sister who is a very good 
wood engraver.” 


To this should be added, her education as a die engraver was completed 
at Paris. 

Some time after Mr. Mickley’s return home, he was surprised and per- 
plexed by a letter from Madame Ahlborn, urgently desiring to engrave a 
medal of himself, and asking for a profile photograph, and some directions as 
to the reverse and inscriptions. He brought this letter to me, and asked what 
he should do about it. I was of course an advocate for the undertaking. We 
deliberated on a legend, and finally agreed to represent him as an “* American 
Antiquary.” He had, while in Sweden, gone to much pains and expense 
in hunting up obscure or inedited records of the Swedish colonies in this 
country, and with remarkable success. It was therefore eminently proper, 








’ 
’ 
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that a medal of him, struck in Sweden, should refer to his antiquarian tastes 
and researches. It appeared to the writer also, that the compliment would be 
heightened by putting the legend in the Swedish language. 

The reply to this latter suggestion was positively to the contrary. ‘ Out- 
side of Sweden,” Madame A. said, “ the Swedish is a dead language ;”" and 
therefore it must be put in Latin, which if dead in one sense, is forever alive 
in another. The very strong expression, therefore, as it comes to us in that 
language, is solely from herself and her friends. The obverse legend sets him 
forth as a numismatist ; and he was eminent in that line as well as in the other. 
In a secondary sense, it compliments the Philadelphia Association of Numis- 
matists and Antiquarians, by making its presidency so honorable. The medal 
is already placed in public cabinets, at Stockholm, Upsala, Gothenburg, and 
St. Petersburg ; and the same action will shortly be taken in this country. In 
the large list of Mr. Mickley’s friends, there will be some, without doubt, who 
will avail themselves of an opportunity to possess this memento. 

Along with the dies, and an explanatory letter, Madame Ahlborn has had 
the kindness to send me her own photograph, of very agreeable appearance ; 
also her engraved card, stating her position as coin and medal engraver in the 
Royal Mint at Stockholm ; and her membership in the Imperial Art Academy 
of St. Petersburg. 

The Swedes were the first to colonize and civilize the shores of our 
Delaware Bay and River; and the writer is sitting in what was once called 
New Sweden. They are again coming among us, making good and indus- 
trious citizens. 


Philadelphia, March 4, 1879. W. E. DU BOIS. 


THE GODDESS MONETA. 


Or all the imaginations of Roman art impressed upon coins, there is 
none that a numismatist will look into more closely than the devices (and 
legends) representing money itself. The “enigmatical inscriptions and ill- 
formed figures’ of Roman money, as Miss Aiken styles them, in her Life of 
Addison, are nowhere further from the modern tone of thought that actuates 
coinage, than in those of Moneta. To make money refer to money, is indeed a 
stretch of mythological fancy. After imagining that all the gods celestial and 
terrestrial were tutelary to Rome, to make a guardian deity of Money (Moneta) 
herself, was even more ingenious, not to say far-fetched, than the resolving of 
Concord, Felicity, Fecundity, Honor and the like, into deities. I have 
thought. therefore, that the subject will bear a few observations, worthy at 
least of that large class of numismatists called amateurs. In my readings of 
coins, I have inspected several hundred of the Moneta class, and will supple- 
ment my own notes from the remarks of Dr. Rasche. 

The word Moneta, from which we derive our word Money, is probably 
from the Latin, moneo, to call to mind, to admonish. How the epithet was 
given the goddess Juno, of * Juno the Admonisher,” Fano Moneta, any classi- 
cal dictionary will explain. The temple of this Juno at Rome was used for 
the Mint, and hence we have Moneta or Money. David Hoffman wrote a 
Dissertation “Concerning the Goddess Moneta,” and many authorities are 
more or less diffuse upon the theme. 
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The first existing coin with references to Moneta, is a denarius of the 
Carisian family, (Carista Gens,) struck by T. Carisius, who defeated the 
Astures in Spain, and took their chief town, Lancia, about B.C. 25. I have 
never seen an impression of this, but it is figured and described in several of 
the numismatic authorities on my shelf. ‘The odverse presents the ectvfe of the 
goddess of Money, Juno Moneta, looking to the right. Her hair lies smooth 
over her head, and is arranged around it in a bandalet ; her face is like those 
upon other coins of Juno, of the period. She wears a necklace of beads. 
Behind the head is the single word Moneta. The reverse of this coin has a 
laurel wreath, the indubitable token of victory, and within it the instruments 
of the Roman Mint. The reader who has visited any national Mint of the 
present day will smile at the comparison, yet with such tools as these, the 
anvil, (7zcus.) the sledge hammer, (#a//eus,) and the forceps, the millions of 
millions of Greek and Roman money that now enrich the earth of what was 
once called the Roman Empire, were struck. Above the anvil is seen the 
peculiar pointed cap of Vulcan, who was the god of workshops and furnaces. 
In the island of Lemnos was his smithy, w here he forged a thunderbolt for 
Jove, weapons for Mars, a shield for Achilles, and other ‘things as ordered by 
the pugnacious occupants of Olympus. The propriety of placing all this upon 
the money of Carisius, is that he was the Duumvir of his year, and was 
endowed with the charge of the city Mints. 

But while the word Moneta continued to be used upon Roman money, it 
ceased after awhile to refer to Juno, and was then made equivalent to Equity, 
(Aequitas,) because equity in the Mint is the essential virtue, whether in the 
quality of the metal used, in the guantity yielded to each coin, or in the 
character of the engraver’s art. After the time of the Emperor Commodus, 
(A. D. 180,) the type of Moneta was one of the most frequent. Let us see, 
out of a score of them spread out before me, what the goddess of money 
looks like. 

A woman, modestly dressed, standing to the left, holding in her right 
hand a pair of money-scales, on her left arm a cornucopia. This is found on 
so many pieces, that every amateur with fifty Roman pieces in his possession, 
ought to find some with this type. In many coins there are ¢hree of these 
‘pecuniary ladies” instead of one, all facing to the left, (that is, to the observ- 
er's left.) In some of the first size, there is seen at the foot of each lady a 
pile of metal, representing gold, silver, and copper, the three principal mate- 
rials used in Roman mintage. 

In studying coins upon a large scale, it is pleasant to notice the variations 
introduced by the artists in this simple type. Sometimes the monied lady is 
seated, as in coins of Marcus Aurelius and others. Sometimes from hér right 
hand she is pouring coins upon the ground. Sometimes, instead of the scales 
in her right hand she has a purse, (cvamena,) and sometimes the sacred dish, 
(patera.) Sometimes in her left hand is a knotted staff. Other, but slighter 
variations in the type may be detected. 

The inscriptions, or more properly /egends (for the word zuscription is 
properly applied to the sentence on the odverse side of a coin,) are much 
alike, viz) MONETA Or MONETA AVGvsTI, that is, “the Goddess Moneta (the 
tutelar genius) of the Augustus.” In coins of Alexander Severus, (A. D. 222,) 
we see the word Restituta, and read it ‘the Goddess Moneta restored,” that 
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is, the quality of the coinage, which had been debased by his predecessors, 
was restored. The word sacra is sometimes found in the legend, implying 
the sacredness of the charge of making the money of the nation. In place 
of MoNETA we often find the word AEQVITAS or Equity, a very happy expres- 
sion of the thought, that the one principle that should prevail in the coinage 
of money is Equity. On one coin I| see, * to the Public Equity.” (AEQVITATI 
PVBLICAE.) 


; - ROBERT MORRIS. 
La Grange, Ky. 





THE SILVER MINT OF JAPAN. 


At the silver Mint at Yeddo the following processes are continually going 
on:—A lump of silver of the necessary fineness, obtained either from the 
Government mines, or by melting down Mexican dollars, is placed in an iron 
ladle, and reduced to a molten state by means of a charcoal fire and a pair of 
blacksmith’s bellows. It is then poured into a mould, from which it is taken 
out in the shape of thin rectangular bars which are immediately thrown into a 
tub of cold water. On being taken out, a man seated on the ground shears 
off with a pair of large fixed scissors all jagged pieces adhering to the angles. 
They are now handed to another man, who weighs them one by one, and a 
piece is cut off, if necessary, to reduce the bar to its proper weight. The next 
process is that of dividing the bar by a fixed pair of shears into eight equal 
portions of the size of itzebus ; this is done by a workman cutting it as accu- 
rately as his practiced eye will enable him, and his work is tested by weighing, 
light pieces being rejected, and the heavy ones reduced to their proper weight 
by the scissors. The pieces are now heated white-hot in a charcoal fire, 
plunged into water, boiled, and washed in a kind of brine, from which they 
come out with a moderately bright surface. They are next very slightly 
milled on the two sides, and more deeply on the edges, by means of a milled 
hammer. They are now ready for stamping. A man places one of the pieces 
on a stationary die, and lays on the top the other die ; a second man, armed 
with a huge hammer, gives one blow on the upper die, and the coin is struck. 
The blows are dealt in rapid succession, and the whole scene reminds one of a 
blacksmith’s shop. Boys now punch small stars on the edges by means of 
chisels and hammers. The coins are weighed one by one for the last time, 
and the light ones rejected. The imperial stamp is added by means of another 
stamped chisel and mallet, and the coins are complete. They are rolled up in 
packets of one hundred ; each packet is weighed and marked with a seal, which 
serves as a guarantee of its contents, and gives it currency as 100 itzebus. 

While every operation is performed in this primitive manner, perfect 
order prevails in the establishment ; every man goes through his portion of 
the work in silence and with the regularity of clock-work, and many evince 
considerable skill. There are about three hundred hands employed in the 
building. When the men enter in the morning they are made to divest them- 
selves of their own clothes, and put on others belonging to the Mint. At the 
end of the day’s work a gong sounds, when the somewhat curious spectacle is 
presented of three hundred men springing from the ground on which they had 
been seated, throwing off their clothes, and rushing, a naked throng, to the 
end of a yard. Here they pass through the following ordeal in order to prove 
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that they have no silver on them:— Their back hair is pulled down and 
examined, they wash their hands and hold them up to view, they drink water 
and then shout, and, lastly, they run to the other end of the yard, clearing 
two or three hurdles on their way, after which performance they are allowed 
to put on their own clothes and depart. Mr. Sidney Locock, Her Majesty's 
Secretary of Legation, from whose report of this year these statements are 
taken by the Times, believes that the Mint has been only twice entered by 
foreigners, and states that the apparent absence of all restrictions with regard 
to touching and handling the coins, points to the probability that it is not often 
open to the public; but he remarks, that even if it were, the manners and 
customs of the country are not such as would preclude a mixed assemblage of 
visitors from going over it and remaining to the end. The quantity of silver 
coined daily at the beginning of this year was 50,000 momme, which at 
the rate of 2.3 momme to the itzebu, would give a daily total issue of over 
25,000 bus, or fone £1,500. The whole of these coins are produced by the 
simplest manual labor, unaided by a single piece of machinery.—J/echanies’ 


Magazine. 





SCOTTISH TREASURE TROVE. 


Tue system of banking pursued by our ancestors was of a less compli- 
cated nature than that at present in use, and perhaps attended with less risk. 
It consisted in digging a hole in some secluded spot and therein burying the 
sum or sums to be deposited. Sometimes persons died leaving large balances 
in these private banks, and the money thus left is now from time to time dug 
up, and when thus unearthed becomes an object of deep interest to numisma- 
tologists. Ata meeting of the Society of Antiquaries, in Edinburgh, a notice 
was read of an extraordinary hoard of silver coins, upwards of 9,000 in num- 
ber, found in a metal pot on the estate of Montrave, Kennoway, Fife. The 
pot was exhibited by permission of the queen's and lord treasurer's remem- 
brancer of Scotland. It contained 9,854 coins. Of these 457 were Scotch, 
_ 8,830 English, 141 Irish, 8 Anglo-Gallic, and 302 were foreign sterlings. The 
Scotch coins consist of one William the Lion penny, 242 pennies of Alexan- 
der III., all of the long single cross coinage, 29 pennies of Baliol, 12 of 
Robert I., and 34 of David II., of whose coinage there were also 124 Edin- 
burgh groats. The English coins consisted of two Henry short cross pennies 
and 8,787 sterlings or pennies of the first three Edwards. Mr. Burns, F.S. A. 
who read a paper on this remarkable hoard, is of opinion that it must have 
been hidden some time about the year 1360. It could not have been long 
before or long after that date. 





ANGELS. 

Tue gold Angel was first coined in England by Edward IV. in 1465. 
They were so termed from the design on the obverse, which was the arch- 
angel Michael standing with his left foot upon the dragon, and piercing him 
through the mouth with a spear. The legend on the reverse was in Latin, 
Hail O cross, our only hope. They were discontinued under the reign of 


Charles I. 
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THE JOHN ADAMS MEDAL. 


In the last number of the Yournal we made some reference to the report that the Govern- 
ment had seized some dies of United States Coins, offered in the Mickley Sale. A correspondent 
has furnished us with the following in reference to the obverse die of the ‘‘ John Adams Medal,” 


which the Mint authorities at first supposed to be Government property. 


Immediately upon the announcement that this die would be sold in the 
“ Mickley Collection,” the Government caused the history of the die to be 
investigated, presuming that as the Medals struck from the die had been 
executed at the Mint, and that the reverse was taken from the series of the 
Presidential or Peace Medals, it was government property. In course of 
investigation, ‘* Zhe List and History of the National Medal Dies,” which had 
been kept by Mr. Franklin Peale, Chief Coiner of the United States Mint for 
nearly twenty years, was examined, when the following entry was found in 
his handwriting, under date of 1841:—‘ There is an obverse die engraved 
by Furst, with the Portrait of John Adams. It is the property of Mr. Adam 
Eckfeldt and in his possession. It is a good likeness, and otherwise a good 
work of art, probably the only one in existence, and is very desirable to 
complete the series of Presidential Medals.” This being conclusive evidence 
that it was the original property of Mr. Eckfeldt, afterwards coming into the 
possession of his nephew, Mr. George Eckfeldt, (die-hardener, U. S. Mint.) 
after his death sold by his (George's) son-in-law, Mr. John Pedrick, to the late 
Mr. Joseph J. Mickley, there was but one course to pursue, and the Govern- 
ment entered into negotiation for its purchase from the estate of the decedent, 
which was done. In connection with that of Ex-President’s U. S. Grant's, 
which is now in the engraver’s hands, this purchase will make the *“ Presi- 
dential Series” complete, save that of “ Washington,’ which | presume is too 
“ deified” for such purpose. 


- COULTON. 
Philadelphia, December, 1878. 





OLD COINS EXHUMED IN LONDON. 


Lonpon appears to be a rich hunting ground for persons of numismatic 
tastes. A private collector has recently added to his stores four curious coins, 
all discovered within sight of St. Paul’s Cathedral. The first is a small bronze 
seal, about the size of a shilling, representing the martyrdom of St. Stephen, 
with the legend, “ Ecce, video celos apertos.” It was discovered in the mud 
of the Thames, near Westminster Bridge, and is in excellent condition, the 
figures, and even the stones thrown at the martyr, being quite sharp and 
distinct, though it is clear, from a reference to Alphonse Chassant’'s “ Paléo- 
graphie des Chartes,” that the seal is of the thirteenth or fourteenth century. 
It is conjectured that it is the seal of a guild or confraternity of St. Stephen, 
probably meeting in St. Stephen’s Chapel at Westminster. Next in order 
comes a leaden seal attached to a bull of Pope Boniface IX. This was found 
near the Cannon Street Station. The others, which are the most curious of 
all, are two gold coins of Ali ibn Josef, third king of the Almoravidae, one of 
the Mussulman dynasty in Spain, who reigned at Cordova in the twelfth 
century. ‘The inscription in Cufic characters on each side may be rendered, 
“Non est Deus nisi Deus: Mohammed (est) Apostolus Dei; Princeps 











1879. | AMERICAN JOURNAL OF NUMISMATICS. 93 





(Ameer) Mussulmorum, Ali ibn Josef.” On the reverse is “ Imam (Chalif) 


Abdallah, Prince (Ameer) of the Faithful.” Round the edge of each runs the 
legend, ‘In the name of God; this denar was struck at Almeria in the year 
525” (dating from the Hegira.) The crescent on these coins is very clearly 
marked, and is curious as proving that the crescent had been assumed as the 
Mussulman’'s symbol long before the capture of Constantinople by the Turks. 
These coins were offered as Chinese, and bought as possibly Persian ; and it 
was only when cleaned and deciphered that their full value was discovered. 









A LARGE PAYMENT IN SILVER AND COPPER. 


Tue difficulty which the Government has in getting silver into circulation 
on account of the inconvenience in handling it, reminds us of the great amount 
sent to New England from the mother ceuntry more than a century ago, to 
meet the expenses attending the expedition to Louisburg, and to reimburse 
the Colonies for their outlay, which amounted to £183,700. The bullion was 
landed from a ship-of-war at Long Wharf, Boston, in the form of 654,000 
ounces, or over twenty tons of silver and ten tons of copper coin. Silver 
then, and up to the middle of the present century, was the common standard 
and regulator of values, but it was required to be of honest weight. Although 
the amount of the payment was only $800,000, it was contained in 215 chests, 
and probably it required 25 two-horse wagons to transport the silver alone 
from the ship to the Province House. Except $16,000, which belonged to 
New Hampshire, the people of Massachusetts appropriated this money, with 
a further sum from the Province Treasury, to redeem their depreciated paper 
currency at its market value. 





CONFEDERATE COINAGE. 


It has been believed and recorded as an historical fact that the Southern 
Confederacy had no metallic currency. After a lapse of eighteen years, 
evidence now presents itself to show that four coins were struck off at the 
New Orleans Mint, while that place was in the possession of the Confederate 
government. This discovery has been brought about by a Record item, 
entitled “A Craze for Coins,” which gave the fancy prices placed upon rare 
pieces. A few days subsequent to the publication, Mr. Mason, the numisma- 
tist, of 143 North Tenth Street, Philadelphia, who was incidentally referred to, 
received a communication from B. F. Taylor, M. D., the Secretary and Treas- 
urer of the Louisiana State Board of Health, giving the information that he 
had a Confederate coin in his possession. In reply, Mr. Mason wrote for a 
lead pencil rubbing ot the piece, at the same time expressing a doubt as to the 
existence of any genuine coins of the Confederate States. The return mail 
brought a rubbing of the coin. The obverse represents a Liberty cap above 
the American shield, the Union of the latter containing seven stars, repre- 
senting the seven seceding States, the whole being surrounded with a wreath 
of sugar cane and cotton in bloom, and the legend, ‘ Confederate States of 
America’ above, and Half Dol. below. The reverse has the goddess of 
Liberty, with the thirteen stars, representing the States from which the 
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Confederacy sprang, and the date, “1861” in exergue. An engraving of the 
coin is given in the Philadelphia Record for March 11, 1879, from which we 
take this account. 

The history of the coin may be briefly recapitulated from Mr. Taylor's 
statement. When the New Orleans Mint was taken possession of by the 
Confederates in April, 1861, the original dies of the United States were 
cancelled in the presence of the officials connected with the building. The 
Confederate cabinet, which was then sitting at Montgomery, issued orders for 
a design for a Confederate currency to Mr. Taylor, who was then chief coiner 
of the Mint. The above design was submitted and approved, and orders 
were issued for the striking off of specimen pieces. Four half-dollars were 
accordingly coined, and these also, following the design, were approved by 
the Cabinet. Then came an obstacle. That body found that it had not 
control of sufficient bullion to proceed with an issue of coin, and consequently 
the matter was deferred, and a temporary issue of paper money decided upon. 
The subsequent overthrow of the Confederacy of course put an end to all 
their plans for coining money. 

Of the four coins struck, one is in the possession of one of the chiefs of 
the Confederate government; the second was presented to Professor Biddle 
of the University of Louisiana ; the third to Dr. Ames of New Orleans, and 
the fourth was retained by Chief Coiner Taylor, by permission of the Cabinet. 
It is a noteworthy fact that all the individuals who were connected with the coin- 
age, including the superintendent of the Mint, assayer, coiner, engraver, die 
sinker. down to the man who held the chisel and used the hammer, in the can- 
celling of the old and new dies, are living at the present time. 





THE NEW GOLD COIN, “STELLA.” 


Hon. ALEXANDER H. StepHens, member of the House of Representa- 
tives from Georgia, has, it is said, prepared a bill for the coinage of a new 
gold piece, worth four hundred cents, of the metric system, for which he 
proposes the name of Stella, (a star.) The value of this approximates more 
uniformly to the gold coin of the metric system in the European countries 
than our five-dollar gold piece. The Committee on Coins, Weights and 
Measures of the Jast House, favored the adoption of the Stella. Mr. Stephens 
has apparently accepted the metric system wholly for our coinage in place of 
the troy system of weights, and his committee adopted the idea of a goloid 
coin, as patented by Dr. W. W. Hubbell of Philadelphia. Of the dollar of 
this alloy coin-metal, which has recently been coined at the Philadelphia Mint, 
the Committee say :—‘‘It is the first metric dollar of full standard intrinsic 
value struck in the world, and fulfills all the requirements for a standard 
coinagé of dollars, halves, quarters, and dimes of metric measure, and in 
accord with United States coinage value.” A new twenty-dollar metric gold 
coin has been shown by Mr. Stephens. It is said to be one of the most 
beautiful coins probably ever executed. It has upon it the same devices as 
found upon our present coins, with the addition of the words “ Deo est gloria.” 
We have but little confidence that the report as to the deauty of this piece 
will be confirmed by examination. 
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TRANSACTIONS OF SOCIETIES. 
BOSTON NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. 


Fanuary 3.—The annual meeting was held this day, Mr. Davenport, the Vice-Presi- 
dent, in the chair. The Secretary read the report of the last meeting, which was 
accepted, and a letter from Mr. Poillon, Secretary of the American Numismatic and 
Archeological Society, proposing united action in the matter of abuses in the United 
States Mint; also, two letters from Isaac F. Wood, of New York, accompanying 
donations of medals, principally mules of Washingtons. Mr. Marvin presented, on 
behalf of G. F. Ulex, of Hamburg, a copy of a Brazilian Masonic Medal of the Visconde 
do Rio Branco. For these donations the thanks of the Society were voted. The 
Treasurer presented his annnal report, showing the Society to be in good condition 
financially ; it was accompanied by the proper statement from the Auditor, Mr. Daven- 
port. Mr. Crosby, for the nominating committee, reported as follows: — For President, 
Jeremiah Colburn ; Vice-President and Curator, Henry Davenport ; 7reasurer, Dudley 
R. Child ; Secretary, Wm. S. Appleton. The report was accepted, and the persons named 
were voted to be officers of the Society for 1879. Mr. Woodward exhibited plaster casts 
of Obv. and Rev. of an engraved medal presented to John Eager Howard, and read a 
letter from J. Howard McHenry, concerning it, and said that he is very desirous to 
obtain more information about it. Mr. Marvin showed some Masonic Medals, and the 
Secretary a copper coin of the Emperor Valerian for Lampsacus in Mysia, on the reverse 
of which is the god Priapus, with his peculiar symbol. The Society adjourned at about 
5 P. M. 


February 7—A monthly meeting was held this day, Mr. Davenport, Vice-President, 
in the chair. The Secretary read the report of the last meeting, which was accepted, 
and a letter from Dudley R. Child, positively declining the Treasurership ; also, a letter, 
from T. O. Weigel, of Leipzig, accompanying a donation of the first part of the first 
volume of the Dictionnaire Numismatique of A. Boutkowski, for which the thanks of the 
Society were voted. Dr. C. P. Thayer, who was present by invitation of Mr. Slafter, 
presented impressions in bronze and white metal of the Medal struck for the Vermont 
Numismatic Society on the Centennial Celebration of the battle of Bennington. Mr. 
Crosby, for the committee, nominated the Rev. Edmund F. Slafter, as Treasurer, who 
was elected and accepted. The Vice-President called attention to the recent death of 
the Rev. Joseph M. Finotti, one of the founders of the Society. He also announced 


the proof sets of this year as in his hands for distribution. The Society adjourned at 5 
P. M. 





Ws. S. Appleton, Secretary. 





AMERICAN NUMISMATIC AND ARCHAEOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF NEW YORK. 


THE regular meeting was held at their rooms at Mott Memorial Hall, Tuesday 
evening, January 21, 1879, President Anthon presiding. 

The Executive Committee made their regular report, and recommended Messrs. 
Samuel Carter and Rev. George C. Athole for Resident Membership. 

Having received information that a movement was on foot to bring to the notice of 
the proper authorities at Washington the irregularities of the Mint officials regarding 
the issue of pattern pieces, &c., a communication has been sent to the Boston Numis- 
matic Society, offering to co-operate with them, and we have received a reply stating 
their willingness. 

Letters have been received from Messrs. R. Hoe Lawrence, Charles H. Wright, 
Lewis F. Montanye, W. T. R. Marvin, Henry W. Holland, Dr. Edward Maris, William 
Lee, M. D., and Anselm Rheaume, accepting their elections ; also from Corresponding 
Members J. Henry Vail, H. W. Henfrey, R. W. McLachlan and others. 

Prof. Anthon read a communication from Resident Member Gaston L. Feuardent, 
inviting the Society to view his archzological collections. On motion of Mr. Betts, the 
invitation was accepted. 
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Several letters were read, including one from R. W. McLachlan of Montreal, in 
reference to the dies of the medal of the Canadian Numismatic Society, and enclosing:a 
donation of a tin medal to commemorate the annual pilgrimage to the Canadian 
Lourdes. Mr. Balmanno presented a paper contributed by Mr. Jobn W. Carrington, 
of Brooklyn, on a very early Aztec pottery whistle found in Nicaragua ; the implement 
described accompanied the paper. Mr. Parish read this paper, and also a clipping from 
the New Quarterly Magazine, (written by Captain Wellock,) describing a similar whistle 
found at Babylon. On motion, the thanks of the Society were voted to Mr. Carrington 
for his exhibition. 

The following donations were reported by the Secretary :—From Henry Phillips, Jr., 
of Philadelphia, his descriptive list of medals struck to commemorate the battle of 
Waterloo ; from I. F. Wood, copper medal, obv. Holland Lodge, rev. New Masonic Hall, 
(30 only struck in copper); from Ed. Frossard, a priced catalogue of his recent sale. 
The following exhibitions were made :— By Mr. Pryor, an Anglo-Saxon sceatta in beau- 
tiful condition, and a Poictan penny of Richard I., King of England; by Mr. Wright, a 
silver trial piece struck by an Irish prince in imitation of a silver penny of Ethelred IT. 
of England, believed to be unique; by Mr. Lawrence, several Roman coins, among 
which was the Roman Aes Libra of the earliest period, also some common Aes Rude, 
which passed by weight as a medium of exchange ; by Prof. Anthon, Zodiac Mohur, Sun 
in the sign of Sagittarius, rev. (in Persian characters) “ The face of the coin received in 
Agra its ornament from Jehangir-schah, son of Akbar-schah,” in the year 1623: by 
Mr. Betts, a medal supposed to relate to John Law's famous Mississippi scheme, and 
described as follows :— Obverse, to right, a man (supposed to represent Law) in the 
costume of the time, with flowing wig and cocked hat; in his right hand a scroll on 
which, in four lines is the inscription, “LOUISIANA | EST | BANCO ET | MONETA.” In his 
left hand a ship, to left; a cave in which appears a naked female with staring eyes and 
disheveled hair, apparently representing one of the furies. Above all, a winged figure, 
facing toward the right, with two trumpets, out of which issue the words, “LAUS IN 
ASTRIS,” “LAUS IN TERRIS.” In exergue, in four lines, “INVIDIAM VIRTUTE PARTAM | 
GLORIAM NON INVIDIAM | JUDICO | CIc-P-CAT-I-C-x1.”* Reverse, Inscription in twenty-one 
lines, “INVIDIA | LUCRIPETAS ALLICO | VANAE VENDITIONE SPEI | LAUS | QUOD VERUM 
EST, LATEA | QUAM-VIS, ALIQUANDO PARTEBIT, | INVIDIA | AURIFEROS VENTIS MONTES | 
POTERIS AHENIS; | LAUS | QUICQUID SUB TERRA EST, IN | APRICUM PROFERET AETAS | 
HORAT. I. EP. 6 | AUTOR | PASCITUR IN VIVIS LIVOR;| POST FATA QUIESCIT ; | TUNC 
SUUS EX MERITO | QUOQUE TUETUR HONOS. | OVID, I. AMOR. 15. | AIG STRAHOB. F. | 
1720.” The medal is silver, size 28 American scale. On motion adjourned. 

Ws. Portion, Secretary. 


NUMISMATIC AND ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY OF PHILADELPHIA. 


THE twenty-first annual meeting was held on Thursday evening, January 4, 1879. 
Hon. Eli K. Price occupied the chair. A paper was read by Dr. Daniel G. Brinton, on 
“The symbolism of colors among the North American Indians.” Mr. Henry Phillips, 
Jr., Chairman of the Committee on arranging the Coins and Medals of the Society in 
the Pennsylvania Museum and School of Industrial Art, in Fairmount Park, reported 
that another case had been filled with Greek and Roman coins. Dr. Brinton exhibited 
a photograph of the third tablet from the altar at Palenque, which had been missing 
since 1840, and was lately discovered in the Smithsonian Institution. Dr. Brinton 
stated that the inscriptions on it in the Maya language were in a fair way to be deci- 
phered ; that they were not phonetic, but symbolic. 

Various donations of coins and books were made and letters read. The Treasurer 
and Corresponding Secretary, Mr. Henry Phillips, Jr., presented to the Society his 
annual report for the year 1878, exhibiting a prosperous outlook. Two antique coins 
from the Paris Exposition were exhibited for the opinion of the members, and after the 
transaction of some business the Society adjourned. 


* Cicero against Catiline, 1, § 12, where however it reads putarem, not judico. The quotation from the first epistle 
of Horace, just below, begins with QUICQUID. 
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A STATED meeting was held February 6, at its hall, President Price in the chair. 
Mr. Henry Phillips, Jr., Chairman of the Committee appointed to arrange the numis- 
matic display in the Pennsylvania’ Museum, in Memorial Hall, Fairmount Park, 
reported progress; many of the most important specimens had been labeled, but 
the display could not be finished before spring. Among the coins already designated 
were the goloid metric dollar, the invention of Wheeler Hubbell, Esq., a dollar of Mary 
Queen of Scots and Henry Darnley, her husband, a dollar of Philip the Second of Spain, 
with his title, Rex Angliae, five broad pieces of Kings: James First and Charles First and 
of the Commonwealth of England, gold pieces given by Kings Charles Second and 
James Second to those whom they “ touched” for the king's evil, silver coinage of Oliver 
Cromwell, a full set of dud/et money from Siam, and a large number of pattern pieces of 
the United States Mint, an uncirculated cent of 1793, a copper coined in 1737 by Higley 
at Granby, in Connecticut, the very rare silver coin struck by Louis XIV for the French 
Colonies in North America, known as the Gloriam Regni, the Jmmunis Columbia, the 
Bar cent, Washington cent, large eagle, 1791, the rare elephant copper, 1694, the 
Chalmers sixpence struck at Annapolis in 1783, specimens of the Massachusetts silver 
coinage of 1652, &c. Among the donations was a new and well arranged catalogue of 
coins, just issued by Mr. S. K. Harzfeld, of this city, and a short history of English 
coinage, by J. Henry of London. A fine plaster medallion head of Mr. Joseph J. Mickley, 
at one time President of the Society, was exhibited. This was made by a lady designer 
attached to the Royal Swedish Mint, from which a medal of Mr. Mickley was cut, and 
the design came lately to this city into the possession of Mr. Mickley’s son. The 
Messrs. Chapman exhibited some specimens of aboriginal stone arrow-heads from Mis- 
souri, and a medal of Lafayette, struck in bogwood, stated by them to be unique. Mr. 
Henry Phillips, Jr., Mr. S. K. Harzfeld, and Dr. D. G. Brinton were appointed a Com- 
mittee to superintend the publication of the proceedings of the Society. The Society 
adjourned to March 6. 


A 8TATED meeting was held Thursday evening, March 6th, President Price in the 
chair. The Special Committee appointed to publish the proceedings, reported that it 
had made arrangements for the publication of a monthly bulletin. The Committee on 
the arrangement of the numismatic display in the Pennsylvania Museum in Memorial 
Hall, reported progress. Dr. D. G. Brinton made some remarks upon the late advances 
towards deciphering the inscriptions on the Palenque tablets, and stated that his belief 
that the Central American hieroglyphics were about to be understood, which he had 
expressed at a previous meeting, had been strengthened by later intelligence. 

Mr. Henry Phillips, Jr., read an essay upon the history of coinage, and of the art 
which is displayed upon coins from the very earliest periods. He gave a dissertation 
npon the coins on exhibition in the. Pennsylvania Museum, as deposited by this and 
other societies, and traced the progress of the art of coinage from the earliest days to 
the fall of Constantinople, mainly as displayed and exhibited upon coins. On behalf of 
Mrs. Lea Ahlborn, of Stockholm, Sweden, Mr. John R. Baker presented to the Society 
a medal of Joseph J. Mickley, the first President of the Society, struck in silver. Mrs. 
Ahlborn is the Chief Medallist of the Royal Swedish Mint at Stockholm, and during 
Mr. Mickley's visit to Sweden, he became much interested in her. This lady has done 
very beautiful work, and the present medal exhibits artistic execution. After some other 
business the Society adjourned. 

J. Hays Carson, Recording Secretary. 





VERMONT NUMISMATIC SOCIETY. 


AN adjourned meeting of the Vermont Numismatic Society was held at the Ameri- 
can Hotel, in Burlington, January 7th, to reorganize under the new Charter granted by 
the last Legislature, when resolutions of thanks to Dr. C. P. Thayer for past services as 
Secretary were adopted as follows :— 

The resignation of the Secretary of the Vermont Numismatic Society having been tendered 
and accepted, it is hereby Resolved, That we recognize the ability and fidelity with which Dr. C. P. 
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Thayer, our late Secretary, has performed the duties of his office during the organization and first 
years of our Society, and that our thanks are due, and hereby tendered to him, for his faithfulness 
in this matter, and we regret the necessity which compels his resignation. 

Resolved, That a copy of this Resolution be sent to Dr. C. P. Thayer, and another furnished 
the Fre Press and Times for publication. 

The new officers of the Society are as follows :— M. D. Gilman, Montpelier, Press- 
dent ; A. C. Spaulding, Jericho, Vice President; H. P. Allen, Burlington, Savetary ; 
A. C. Spaulding, Jericho, Treasurer and Curator. 

A Resolution offered by the President was adopted as follows : — 

Resolved, By the Vermont Numismatic Society, that the production of pattern pieces, so 
called, at the United States Mint, having degenerated into an extortionate ring speculation and 
imposition, engineered by persons inside the Mint management, and without any reference to the 
United States coinage, therefore it is the duty of all numismatists, their organizations and publica- 
tions, to ignore all such pattern pieces, as holding no relation whatever to true numismatic science, 
but on the contrary possessing a demoralizing tendency. 


The meeting then adjourned to April Ist, 1879, at Essex Junction. 





ROYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY OF LONDON. 

AT a recent meeting of the Royal Asiatic Society in London, Captain Burton read 
a paper “on coins and gems discovered by him in Midian,” in which he called attention 
to the remarkable remains of ancient cities still to be seen in these parts, and requiring 
little more than time and careful research to reveal many and most interesting records of 
the past. The coins he exhibited were very curious, as showing how well-known types 
are changed and modified by successive copying, just as the coins of ancient Britain 
before the Roman sway were copied from others current in Gaul, and these again 
from the Greek coins of Philip of Macedonia; so Captain Burton’s coins showed a 
gradual degeneration, by imitation, from the well-known types of Athens. On the coins 
of Athens the predominant type is the owl, with two large and abnormally expanded 
eyes. On nearly all Captain Burton's coins all of these features had gradually passed 
away, till nothing was left but a single eye. Yet it is not impossible to fill up the links, 
so as to show how this strange modification arose. Besides these coins, Captain Burton 
exhibited curiously inscribed gems, one of which almost certainly exhibited a specimen 
of very early Kufic, though the characters were of an unusually angular type. Another 
gem showed writing much resembling the Mushajjar, or “branch” type of the early 
Arabic writers. 





Tue VALUE oF Curios.—All, except those who are not fired with the true connois- 
seur spirit, are apt to be tainted with the deplorably utilitarian views of the present time, 
and fail to appreciate that keen enjoyment which collectors of curios experience when a 
rare prize.is brought to light. The one side only is seen; extravagant values are 
attached to apparently worthless objects. The love—for love it is—which the collector 
feels, is called a foolish fancy, a whim, a mania, and the possibility of there being good 
in whims and manias, as in everything else, escapes notice, and no suspicion arises that 
the pleasure which a bookworm derives from musty tomes drawn from the corners of 
dingy stalls, is quite as real and quite as lasting as the commoner satisfaction found in 
creature comforts. The tulip growers of Holland certainly carried their mania to the 
extreme, but no one can say that it did any harm, or worked any injury other than the 
excitation of a few petty jealousies, while it undoubtedly caused one of the least 
attractive flowers to be classed among the most beautiful. Let coins, and stamps, and 
flowers, and shells, and rare books and porcelains, and potteries be gathered with fond- 
ling touch; their beauty is surely something, and if they can “Beyond their proper 
powers attract the soul,” no one is harmed, and the prices which they bring may only. 
last so long as they have a market value. This depends upon the eagerness with which 
they are sought, and not upon their intrinsic worth, which experience has very conclu- 
sively shown.— The Art /nterchange, New York City. 
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COIN SALES. 


We have again to chronicle an unusual number of coin sales, as having tal 


ken place since 
our last issue, and mention the pr ices obtained for the most interesting and valuable pieces. We 
are glad to observe that the Catalogues show that dealers find it for their interest to place before 


x 
collectors a much larger proportion of ancient Greek and Roman coins, ah: we cannot but 
consider as indicating the growth of a better taste in Numismatics. We regret that our limits 
forbid us to devote more space to this department. 


HARZFELD'S THIRD SALE. 


Catalogue of Ancient Greek and Roman Coins, U. S. Silver and Copper Coins and Medals, belong- 
ing to S. K. Harzfeld, sold by Bangs & Co., New York, December 7, 1873. Pages 28, lots 608. 

Ancient Coins.—Silver Daric of Darius, g. $3.10; another, 5.00; Gold Stater of Alexander, v. f. 
25.00; Half Shekel, 141 B. C. poor, 11.50; Quarter gold Stater, v. g. 7.00; Thurium, Didrachm, g. 3.50; 
another, 3.50; do. Velia, 3.50; anorher, 3.50; Messana, Tetradrachm, 4.50; another, 4.50; do. Head 
of Arethusa, 5.00; do. Athens, 7.00; Didrachm, Corinth, 2.00; do. Beeotia, 5.50; Tetradrachm, Ephesus, 
3.00; Didrachm, Chios, 6.00; Tetradrachm, Apamea, 4.00; Pergamos, 4.00. Set of the twelve Roman em- 
perors, Julius Caesar to Domitian, 7.00; Julius Caesar, ]. bronze, 2.25; Livia, 1. b. 1.05; Tiberius, 2d b. 
1.13; Caligula, ]. b. 3.50; Otho, l. potin, 4.50; do. Denarius, f. 3.25; another, 2.00; Trajan, 1. b. 2 00; 
2d b. 1.00; Hadrian, |. b. f. 2.00; Aelius Caesar, Denarius, 1.50; Antoninus, l. b. v. f. 2.50; Faustina, 
l. b. v. f. 2.00; Marcus Aurelius, |. b. f. 2.00; Commodus, |. b. f. 2.00; Maximus, I. b. f. 2.00. Of the 
Roman Coins there were 183 tots, mostly in fine condition. 

Silver Proof Sets.—1860, 7 pieces, 4.25; 1862, do. 3.75; 1866. 10 pieces, 3.50; 1867, do. 3.50; 
1869, do. 3.50; 1870, do. 3.60; 1871, do. 3.50; 1873, do. 5.00; do. Trade set, 7 pieces, 5.25; 1874, do, 
4.00; 1878, do. 5.00. Dollars.—1795, 1.75; do. 1.87; do. 2.75; do. fillet, 2.10; do. 1.85; 1796, large 
date, 3.25; do. small date, 2.38; 1797, uncir. 3.50; do. v. g. 2.30; 1798, f. 2.50; two others, 1.50 each; 
1799, V- g- 2.50; do. 1.80; 1800, v. g. 3.25; 1801, v. g. 2.90; 1802, do. 3.10; do. v. f. 3.75; 1803, unc. 
3.25; 1836, flying eagle, v. f. 6.00; 1842 and 1843, I. 50 each; 1844 and 1845, 2.10, 2.25; 1848, uncir. 
3-10; 1849, do. 2.00; 1850, do. 2.25; 1857, v. f. 3.25; 1859, proof, 2.00; 1867, 69, '70, °73, °78, 1.50 to 
1.70 each. Half Dollars, 1794. v. g. 6.753; 1795, f. 2.50; 1801, V. g. 4.15; 1803, 1.30; do. 1.75; 1836, 
head of 1837, ft. 4.50; 1851, f. 3. 50; do. 3.50; 1852, Fi 7 oo. A large number in this series brought 

ood prices. 1878 Dollars. nr gan's original design, and Barber's rejected design, the set, 31.00. See 
Ceekseee for note on these dollars. A series of Cents brought fair prices. One of 1804, v. g. 5.00; 
1809, do. 3.10; 1823, v. f. 5.75; 1839, uncir. 1.50; 1843-44, unc. 3.00. The miscellaneous medals and 
coins brought fair prices. Among the Medals were the Double Crown of the Anabaptists, and the 
Crown of ‘* Crazy Christian,” the former brought 5.75, and the latter 2.55. See Vol. II, page 45, of the 
Fournal. 


SCOTT & CO."S DECEMBER SALE. 


Catalogue of Coins and Medals sold by Messrs. Leavitt, New York, December gth and roth, 1878. 
Catalogued by Scott & Co. Pages 25, lots 785. Among the American silver, the following were the 
most desirable lots : — 

Dimes.—1801, v. g. 3.30; 1821, small date, 1.38; 1846, 
1805, v. g. 1.26; 1824, g. 1.00. Half Dollars.—1803, v. g. 1. 
1825, '26, uncir. 1.00 each; 1828, '33, '34, '35, "39, ‘41, "50, v- 1.00 each; 1851, v. f. 1.50; 1852 f. 
6.60; 1855 to 58, uncir. 1.00 each; 1851, g. 1.50; 1852, v. g. 5.75. Dollars.—1794, ‘* good for date,” 
27.00; 1795, 4.38 and 2.10; 1796, 2.60; 1797, 2.27; 1798, 2.10; 1799, 2.30; 1800 to 1803. 2.10 to 2.30 
each; 1850, 2.50, 2.60; 1853, g. 4.00; do. 2.30; 1854, g. 5.25; 1855, v. g. 4.30; 1856, f. 5.10; 1857, 
4.50; 1858, proof, 54.00. Lagles.—1795, f. 15.50; 1801, 10.60. Half Eagles.—1798, 6.25; 1803, 5.50; 
‘09, 5.10; *10, 5.60; "18, 7.00. Quarter Eagles.—1798, 5.13; 1821, 6.25; °24, 4.25. Gold Dollar, Cal 
—1854, octagonal, 2.50; Half do. do. 3.00. Among the Cents, the most desirable were as follows :— 
1793, 10.50, 8.00, 4.90; "94, 5.00; "95, 5. 00; do. 5.00; 96, 10.25; "99, fair, 16.00; 1804, g. 9.00; ‘og, 

. 5.00; "11, do. 8.25; '25, uncir. 5.00; *30, do. 3.00; °34, do. 2.00; '36, do. 3.00; °39, do. 3.80; *40 
0. 2.00; °56, flying eagle, 3. 25. Half Cents.—1795, f. 6.50; do. 2 80; 1797, 8B: 4-00; 1811, g. 2.00. 
Half Dollars. —1794, 5-65; ’95, 2-75; 1801, fine, I1.00. Sicashereentantl gZ- 5.20; 1815, 3.10; 1823, 
g. 77-50. Dimes.—1796, f. 8.13; '98, f. 7.20; 1811, 9.00. Half Dime.—1794, f. 12.70. Flying Eagle 
Dollars—1836, proof in copper, GOBRECHT in the field, 20.25. Pine tree Shillings. —1652, 4-63, 5.00, 
6.50; Georgius Triumpho, v. f. 3.50; Immune Columbia, rev. Nova Constellatio, 1785, v. f. 27.00; Im- 
munis Columbia, rev. E. Pluribus Unum, 1787, f. 6.50; Non Vi Virtue Vici. rev. Liberty seated, Neo- 
Eboracensis, 1786, v. g. 30.00; Baltimore Town Piece, (by Standish Barry,) Three Pence, v. g. 8.75; 
Talbot, Allum & Lee, proof, 1795, 5.00; Washington Piece, (Bale & Smith,) 5.00. 


1.50. Quarter Dollars.—1804, fair, 1.80 
25; do. 1.00; 1805, 1.10; 1815, g. 4.25 
8: 
5 


ROOT COLLECTION. 


The valuable collection of Gold, Silver, and Copper Coins belonging to the late James E. Root, of 
Boston, was sold by Messrs. Bangs & Co., New York, December 16th, 17th, and 18th, 1878. The Cata- 
logue was by Edward Cogan, of Brooklyn, N. Y., and comprised 1633 lots, making 72 pages. The pieces 
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which we note were almost all fine ; a reference to the Catalogue will satisfy our readers of their condition. 

Dollars.—1794, $40.00; 1795, 11.25; do. 2.25, 2.20, 2.10; 1796, 13.00; do. 2.75; 1797, 15.00, 14.00; 
1798, 8.50, 7-50, 3-50, 2.25; 1799, 3-25, 2.25; 1800, 5.50, 4.00, 2.00; 1801, 8.00; 1802, 2.60, 2.00; 1803, 
8.00, 2.25; 1840, 3.25; ‘41, 4.00; "42, 2.85; °43, 3-753 °44, 3-503 "45, 3-20; "46, 5.00; '47, 3.00; 43, 
13-50; °49, 4.00; °50, 3-50; "51, 43.00; "52, 43.00; '53, 2.75; '54, 16.50; "55, 15.50; 58, 49.00; "59, 
3.00; “60, 1.87; "61, 3.50; °62, 2.25; "63, 2.10; 64, 2.00; °65, 2.10; "66, 1.75; °67, 1.75; 68, 2.25; "69, 
2.00. Half Dollars.—1794, 7.50; "95, 8.50; do. 1.75; °96, 2.55; do, 49.00; do. 75.00; 97, 37.00; 
1801, 3-75; ‘02, 7.00; '03, 6.00; '05, 2.00; '06, 3.50; '07, 1.00; '08, 2.63; do. 1.30; 1815, 20.00; do. 
12.25; do. 4.50; 1836, Gobrecht head, 12.50. Cents.—1793, 10.25; do. 34.00; do. 42.00; do. 12.50; 
do. Ameri 170.00; do. Liberty cap, 7.00;-do. 9.25; '94, 10.00; do. 15.00; do. 7 00; do. 5.25; do. 4.00; 
95, 23.00; do. 6.00; do. 17.00; do. 102.00; do. 41.00; ‘96, 20.00; do. 8.50; do. 6.00; do. 6.00; '97, 
5.25; do. 5.00; do, 4.25; '98, 2.75; do. 3.40; do. 2.00; 1799, 20.50; 1800, 3.25; ‘OI, 4.75; ‘02, 2.50; 
°03, I1.50; '04, 35.00; do. 7.00; do. 6.00; ’05, 2.70; '06, 3.75; 07, 1.10; '08, 6.50; do. 4.25; ‘og, 
7.25; do. 6.50; do. 5.00; "10, 4.00; "II, 28.00; °14, 3.30; ‘20, 2.05; ’21, 16.50; do. 7.50; '22, 3.00; 
"23, 8.50; '24, 7.50; '25, 7.00; do. 2.00; '26, 2.25; '27, 4.25; do. 3.00; °29, 8.00; °31, 3.253; °32, 14.00; 
do. 2.00; "41. 4.25; '42, 5.00; '43, 3-10; '44, 2.60; "45, 4.00; "46, 2.50; °47, 4.50; '49, 3.25; °52, 5.00; 
53, 7:00; °57, 2.20. Half Cents.—1793, 16.00; do. 4.50; '94, 2.25; '95, 1000; 196. 20.00; do. 5.00; 
‘97, 27-50; do. 4.25; 1802, 3.50; "10, 1.90; "II, 4.25; do. 4.00; °31, 11.00; °36, 10.00; *40, 8.00; ‘41, 
-25; "42, 6.50; '43, 7-50; do. 8.25; °44, 8.25; 45, 10.25; °46, 7.25; °47, 6.00; °48, 6.25; ‘49, large 
date, 25 cents; do. small date, 13.50; ‘52, 6.50; °55, 1.10; do. 1.13; °57, 5.25. Quarter Dollars.— 
1796, 7.25; do. 7.35; 1804, 35.00; do. 6.10; 05, 4.25; '06. 3.75; °19, 2.40; 21, 2.50; '22, 3.50; °25, 
2.50; '27, §2.50; °28, 4.00; '53, with arrows, 2.25; do. without arrows, 5.00; °58, 2.30. D&émes.—1796, 
10.50; do. 4.25; °97, 40.00; '98, 7.00; 1800, 10.50, OI, 2.25; '03, 9.00; ‘04, 10.00; '05, 3.50; do. 2.30; 
"07, 4.253 '09, 3.50; "II, 5.00; "14, 2.30; °22, 2.50; '24, 3.10; '25, 3.00; '30, 1.00; °46, 5.25; do. 1.65; 
‘60, 2.00. Half Dimes.—1794, 12.00; 95, 4-00; '96, 4.75; '97, 6.25; do. 2.50; do. 9.00; do. 5.50; 
1800, 4.00; '03, 6.50; do. 4.25; '29, 1.00; '46, 5.00. Proof Sets.—1856, 7 pieces, 28.00; °57, 20.00; 
58, 53.00; "62, 5.00; °63, 3.25; °66, 10 pieces, 4.00; ‘69, 3 50; '70, 3.12; "71, 4.00; °72, 3.383; '73, 5.00. 

We note a few in the English series :—Elizabeth Crown, 17.00; Commonwealth do. 25.00; Crom- 
well, 14.00; James VIII., Pretender, 10.50; Charles II. Crown, 4.50; Anne, Crown, 3.63; George I. 
Crown, 5.75; do. Crown, Half Crown, Shilling, and Sixpence, 16.00; George II. Crown, 4.00; do. 4.00; 
George III. Pattern Crown, 24.00; another, 10.00; do. 5.25; George 1V. Crown, 12.50; Wiliiam IV. 
Crown, 34.00; Victoria Crown, 4.00; do. Gothic Crown, 6.50. 

Washington Cent, naked bust, ‘‘ Washington President, 1792,” rev. an eagle with upraised wings, 
over its head the word ** Cent,” on the edge ‘‘ United States of America, $116.00. At the McCoy Sale, 
in 1864, the then third known of this piece brought 480.00. Large Eagle Cent, without date, Obv. Head 
of George III., ** Georgius III. Dei Gratia.” Rev. ‘*‘One Cent” over the head of the eagle, 8.00. A 
piece of this description was sold in the —- Collection, at New York, December, 1871. Half Dollar of 
1824, on the obv. is struck the head of Washington, and on the rev. the head of Lafayette, 4.25. French 
Crowns.—Louis XIV., 4.50; Louis XV., f. 3.00; Louis XVI., proof, 7.13; Bonaparte, f. 3.00; do. 3.00; 
‘* Henri V. Roi de France,” proof, 3.50. Pattern Pieces.—Proof Dollar, 1836, Gobrechi’s name in the 
field, 47.00; another, name at the base of sens a Proof Dollar. 1838, 43.00; Proof Half Dollars 
do. 4.25 and 4.50; another variety, 8.50; Proof Dollar, 1839, 37.00; Proof Nickel Cent, 1856, 3.00; two 
others, 2.80 and 2.90; Set of Six Proof Trade Dollars, the six, 31.00; Proof Half Dollars, 1838, flying 
eagle, 5.13 and 5.50. Gold Coins.—Eagles, 1795, 15.25; ‘96, 12.50; ‘97, 11.50; 1804, 16.25. Half 
Eagle, 1823, 8.25. Colonial Pieces.—Rosa Penny, Crown, f. 9.50; half do. 2.75; Penny without rose or 
date, v. f. 9.50; do. v. g. 8.00; Virginia Cent, f. 4.00; Immune Columbia, v. f. 25.00; Immunis Colum- 
bia, 4.00; Mass. Half Cents, g. 2.90 and 3.38: Washington Disme, copper, v. f. 14.00; another, f. 8.00; 
Kentucky Cent, 1796, silver, 13.50; do. in copper, 12.50; another, do. rev. ‘* One Half Penny ”— ‘* Cop- 
per Company of Upper Canada,” f. 14.00. We are pleased to know that some of the choicest pieces will 
enrich a Boston collection, already one of the finest, in its specialty, of any in the country. 


MERRITT COLLECTION. 


JANUARY 3, 1879, Messrs. Bangs & Co. sold a fine collection of cents and half-cents, lately the 
property of Mr. George W. Merritt, of Irvington, N. Y. The catalogue, 24 pages, and 463 lots, was 
prepared by Mr. Ed. Frossard, and was very elaborate in its descriptions. The sale, though held on the 
day following a severe storm which prevented some gentlemen who left home to attend it from arriving 
till after its conclusion, was very successful, the sum received being not far from $1,600. Beside the 
cents and half cents, there were some valuable colonials, medals, &c. We quote a few of the prices. 
Mr. Frossard has reprinted the catalogue, priced, in his bright little paper, Vumisma. Cents; of 1793 
there were 16 pieces, which brought from $10 to $76, the last being the bid for an extremely fine impres- 
sion: 1794, 15 pieces, from 1.10 to $15, the last price for a combination of dies not mentioned by Maris: 
1795, 7 pieces, one poor, the rest sold from $3 to 26.50 for the variety known as Jefferson head: 1796, 
7 pieces, one poor, with head of 1795, at 30 cents, the others from 2.50 to $15: one of 1797, 6.25; 1798, 
7.; 1799. 23. and 30.; 1800, 31.; 1801, 14.25; 1802, 15.; 1804, 4 pieces, 8.75 to 39.; 1805, 11.; 1806, 
11.50; 1807, 14.50; 1808, 6.; 1809, 17. and 26.; 1810, 20.; 1811, 28.; 1812, 10.50; 1821, 33. and 
14.75 ; 1823, 28.50; 1825, 6.25; 1831, proof, 9.25. Half Cents.—1793, $4 and I1.; 1795, 3 pieces, 4.55, 
5.25 and 14.; 1796, 295 1811, 4.; 1831, br. pr. 10.; 1836, do. 11.50; 1840, do. 8.; others from ‘41 to 
*49 inclusive. 5.75 to 6. Colonials.—Immune Columbia, 1785, rev. Nova Constellatio, v. f. 22.50; Immu- 
nis Columbia, rev. Shield and E pluribus unum, nearly proof, 53.; Confederate Cent, only 55 struck, 
g.50. From these prices it will be seen that many of the pieces were in splendid condition. 
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HASELTINE’S SALES. 


JANUARY 15-17, Messrs. Bangs & Co. sold in New York, a collection of coins. medals. and curiosi- 
ties; the catalogue, 70 pages including 1,534 lots, prepared by Mr. J. W. Haseltine of Philadelphia. 
Among them were some U.S. Dollars: one each of 1801, ’02, ‘03, sola for $25. These were described as 
in proof condition, and are suspected to be a part of the surreptitious restrikes that have come to light 
again. one of 1839, v. f. bright, 24.: one of the Louis XV. Tokens, in copper, described in Yournal. 
XIII. p. 67, No. 5, for 5.75; a Gloriam Regni, v. f. and r. 14.10. Cent.—One of 1799, v. g. 22.50; 
1809. 8.75; of 1793, Liberty cap, perfect die. 13.75. Half Cents.—1840, 7.37; °41, 7-25; °45. 8.3 °47. 
restrike, 5.25; °48, 7.50. The most of the collection brought very low prices. 

JANUARY 31, Mr. Haseltine sold at the rooms of Messrs. Bangs & Co. New York, some pieces from 
the Mickley Collection. The catalogue, 26 pages, contained 519 lots. There were many foreign coins ; 
we notice only a few pieces which brought prices worth quoting: a Washington Half Dollar: 1792. sold 
for 20.50; a Dollar of 1836, Gobrecht in the field, 42.: one of 1839, uncir. 26. Cents.—1793, wreath, 
55.: another, chain, 13.; do. 11.75: 1821, 21.25. Half Cents.—1840 to ’49. 6.50 to 7.50. 


COGAN’S SALE. 

Messrs. BANGS & Co. sold, on the 28th of February, a miscellaneous assortment of coins and 
medals, including some Mexican coins, foreign silver thalers, a few Greek and Roman pieces, &c. The 
catalogue, 32 pages, contained also one of tle most curious collections of Religious Medals that have yet 
been offered, even by Mr. Cogan. who prepared it. There were 519 lots. A dollar of 1802, v. f., sold for 
9-50; a rare Franklin silver medal, ‘* Eripuit coelo,” &c., size 28, 10.; a Saxon dollar of 1617. 9.; 7redle 
thaler of Rudolph II., 1604, 7.25; a medal dollar of the same, 1594, 12.; Crown of Peter the Great. 
v. s. 6.; a Luther medal, lead, Amsterdam. 1730. 6.; another of Luther, n. d. 7.; and the others at fair 
prices. 

SCHIEFFELIN COLLECTION. 

Messrs. Leavitt & Co. sold in New York, March 3-8, the collection of Mr. S. B. Schieffelin. 
embracing Greek, Roman, Hebrew and other ancient coins, and about seventy numismatic books. The 
catalogue, 160 pages, and 3.005 lots, was issued by Messrs. Scott & Co. The sale took place in the even- 
ing. and to this we believe must be attributed the very unsatisfactory prices received for most of the pieces. 
It was also unfortunate for these gentlemen, that a fire which occurred when the catalogue was nearly 
ready. destroyed the sheets, and thus delayed their sale for upwards of a month. Since the sale they 
have issued a second edition, with printed prices, which can be obtained of Messrs. Scott for $1.50, or 
with photographs of some of the most interesting pieces. for $2.50. We must refer our readers to these 
catalogues, as we have already devoted so much room to the sales, but will mention in passing, that beside 
the Greek and Roman coins already mentioned, there were many very rare pieces of early English and 
Saxon kings, Scotch coins and foreign medals. The Roman coins numbered 1,280, the Greek. 953, and 
beside these were very many of Thrace, Sicily, Syria, Egypt, Cappadocia, &c. We were sorry to find 
that the sizes were given by a different scale from that known as the American, which is so much more 
convenient than that of Mionnet; few collectors have the latter, and if any change is to be made, it 
certainly should be in the direction of the metric or millimeter scale, and not backward. The haste with 
which the catalogue was evidently prepared, accounts for some errors in description. 


HARZFELD’S FOURTH SALE. 


MARCH 14, Mr. S. K. Harzfeld, of Philadelphia, held his Fourth Sale, at the rooms of Messrs. 
Bangs & Co , New York. His Catalogue, 28 pages, and 710 lots, included some very fine Ancient Greek 
coins, early Roman copper coins, Family silver denarii, American coins and colonials, including the 
Goloid Metric Dollar, (guaranteed that twenty-five only are in existence,) and one of the best 1796 Half 
Dollars lately offered. His style of Catalogue we notice is followed afar off, even to a very appropriate 
quotation on the cover, for a sale a few days later. The Goloid Dollar brought $40. The Half Dollar of 
1796, 65.25; another of 1802, 8.00. A Dollar of 1858, cir. 31.00. A Cent of 1799, much worn, 10.00; 
another, poorer, 7.00. Half Cent of 1831, f. 9.00; one of 1847, pr. $7.25. Very fine Crown of the 
English Commonwealth, 9.25. 

WE have room only to mention other sales which are to take place within a few days, among which 
is one of Continental and Colonial paper money, Government script, &c., to be sold by Bangs & Co., 
New York, March 25th. catalogue 22 pages. 516 lots, by C. H. Bechtel; another by Scott & Co., at the 
rooms of the Messrs. Leavitt, New York, March 27th; catalogue. 18 pages and 529 lots. Two sales have 
lately taken place in Pittsburgh, Pa., January 28, and March 11, the first catalogued by R. W. Shipman, 
and the second by S. H. Morgan. Mr. G. W. Rode has favored us with priced catalogues.—Thursday, 
March 27, Messrs. Bangs & Co. are to sell a collection, comprising a part of the cabinet of Mr. J. E. 
Barratt, late of Jefferson, New York, containing a few interesting pieces, some valuable ancient coins, 
and what the compiler of the Catalogue calls ‘* Washington Colonials.” There are in all 708 lots. The 
Catalogue, 36 pages, is disfigured by more typographic errors than we have seen in any similar produc- 
tion for a long time.—March 31, and April 1 and 2, W. Elliot Woodward holds his Twenty-first Sale of 
American and Foreign Coins, Medals, &c. The Catalogue, 104 pages, prepared by Mr. Woodward, con- 
tains 2359 lots, and includes a great variety of Coins, Medals, Store Cards, Sutlers’ Checks: a very full 
and fine set of U. S. Fractional Currency, together with some interesting relics of the Mound Builders, 
stone implements of the aboriginal tribes, &c. We notice also a very large list of Coin Catalogues, 
priced and unpriced. We shall refer to this sale in the next issue of the fournal. 


Page 100, line 7.—The Half Dollar of 1796 sold for $255.00, not $2.55. 
VOL. XIII. 14 

















102 AMERICAN JOURNAL OF NUMISMATICS. [ APRIL, 


NOTES AND QUERIES. 


RUSSIAN ARMS. 


Tue two shields on the wing of the Russian eagle which are unexplained on the platinum 
coin, are, on one, an eagle, and on the other a lion rampant, which resembles the lion with the 
battle-axe, in the arms of Norway. Perhaps they are for Zauris and Finland, as suggested in 
answer to query, especially as the arrangement of the other shields is the same as on the coin — 
Kazan, Astracan, Siberia, Poland. The Arms of Russia are thus blazoned in Berry’s Encyclo- 
pedia Heraldica : — ‘‘Or, an eagle with two heads displayed sable, each ducally crowned of the 
field, beaked and legged gules, in the dexter foot a sceptre erect, in the sinister a mound, both 
proper; on the breast an escutcheon gules, charged with a chevalier on horseback, slaying a 
dragon, [St. George, } all argent, for Russia. On the wings of the eagle are six escutcheons ; the 
first in chief on the dexter side, azure, an angel argent, for Xiow ,; second, or, two bears combatant 
sable, holding between them with their outward paws a chair of the field, and with their inward 
paws each a sceptre erect of the last, for Novogorod ; third, azure, an imperial crown in chief or, in 
base two sabres in saltire of the last, for As/racan ; fourth, (which is placed in chief on the sinister 
wing, ) gules, a lion rampant crowned or, holding in his sinister paw a cross argent, for Volderminz ; 
fifth, argent, a wivern with wings expanded sable, crowned or, for Xasan ; sixth, azure, two 
wolves combatant argent, each holding two arrows in saltire and inverted of the last, for Siberia ; 
the whole surmounted with an imperial crown, and the middle shield encompassed with the collar 
of the Russian Order of St. Andrew.” 

These Arms correspond almost entirely with those of Russia in De Magny’s ‘‘ Science des 
Armoiries,” where National Arms are represented with the colors, so exactly and brilliantly, that 
there is no difficulty in identifying any parts of them. ‘There is another French work on 
Heraldry,—‘‘ Armorial Universel,” by M. Jouffroy D’Eschavannes, which differs slightly from the 
preceding in blazoning the Arms of Russia. ‘“‘ D’or a l’aigle eployee sable, becquee et membree 
de gueules, et couronnee dor, tenant de la patte dextre un sceptre d'or, et de la senestre un 
monde aussi d’or, et portant sur la poitrine un ecu de Saint Georges, qui est de Moscow. Sur les 
ailes de l'aigle sont les ecus des grands duches, villes ou royaumes de Az/, Nouogorod, Astracan, 
Stberie, Casan, ef Wladimir. L’ecu timbre de la couronne imperiale. Ordres : De Saint Wladimir. 
de Saint Andre, Imperial et Royal de l’Aigle blanc. Pavillon de pourpre double d’hermine, 
surmonte de la couronne des empereurs.”—What are the Arms of Tauris or Crimea? R. S. 


SILVER MEDAL IN THE JOHN ALLAN SALE, 1864. 


Can any of your readers give the history of the following Medal,—its origin and present 
ownership? ‘‘Columbian Order, Instituted 1789.” A rattlesnake coiled, giving the warning 
rattle, ‘‘ Beware,” above. Rev. ‘‘ Where Liberty dwells, there is my country.” Columbus join- 
ing hands with an Indian, in token of friendship. A ship in the distance. In the exergue, 
“*Oct. 12, 1792.” Struck in silver. This medal is second in interest and beauty to no other in 
the American Series, and is undoubtedly unique. Size 28. H. F. 


MEDAL OF AMSTERDAM. 


A PHOTOGRAPH of an interesting medieval Medal was recently sent to the Boston Numis- 
matic Society, by William Harden, Esq., Librarian of the Georgia Historical Society. An 
account of this Medal has already been printed in the Yournal, Vol. VIII, p. 31, translated from 
Gerard Van Loon’s ‘‘ Histoire Metallique des XVII Provinces-Unies des Pays-Bas,” &c., Vol. I, 
page 250, to which the reader is referred. A detailed description follows :— the obverse presents 
in a civic wreath Count William, who is seated on the left; just behind him is one of his 
counsellors ; in the background are four of his knights, in front of whom is a herald, holding a 
scroll, on which are the arms: the photograph is hardly distinct enough to describe them heraldi- 
cally, but they appear to be in brief a shield bearing ona pale three St. Andrew’s crosses: the 
colors of the field and pale are not denoted. It has been suggested that these are intended for 
the fans or arms of windmills, and not for crosses. On the right a group of four of the city 
magnates in long cloaks are approaching the throne to receive the arms. A dog in front of the 
herald turns to lick his hand. The reverse also in a civic wreath, shows the emperor Maximilian 
in armor, standing on a dais, wearing a robe lined with ermine, and presenting a crown to a group 
of four citizens, approaching from the left, their leader bearing the shield on which are the arms 
as on obverse : behind are soldiers ; at the emperor's feet a dog, who turns to look at his master. 
In exergue, three lines, as given below. If there be any significance in the introduction of the 
dog, on both obverse and reverse, it would be interesting to know it. The inscriptions will 
be found in full, in the Yournal, as above, where are also some queries. 
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Tue Rev. JosepH M. Finotti, one of the founders of the Boston Numismatic 
Society, died at Central City, Colorado, on the tenth of January last. He was born at 
Terracina, Italy, Sept. 21, 1827, and educated in the order of the Jesuits, of which he 
relinquished his membership on coming to this country in 1845. From the year 1847 
to 1852 he was engaged in pastoral duties in Maryland and Virginia. In the latter year 
he came to Boston and made one of the family of the late Bishop Fitzpatrick at the 
Cathedral, where he remained as a Priest until his appointment to the charge of the 
Roman Catholic Church at Brookline, Mass. 

In 1856 he organized a large congregation, and was much devoted to his parochial 
duties and the general welfare of the parish, which included the town of Brighton. Mr. 
Finotti was much esteemed by his neighbors who differed widely from him in religious 
opinions, but they could appreciate his intelligence, warm-heartedness and hospitable 
feelings. He suffered much from sickness, but his well known cheerfulness among his 
personal friends never forsook him. His continued illness and the increasing duties of 
his parish induced him to resign his pastorate and seek in relaxation from work to regain 
his health. After partially recovering it, he was appointed to the parish of Arlington, 
Mass. While here he was much interested in the organization and building of a church 
at Lexington, of which the corner-stone was laid on “ Thanksgiving Day,” 1875, by 
Archbishop Williams. Owing to his infirmities, and desire for a milder climate, he 
received an appointment in Colorado, where he died. 

Father Finotti was a warm personal friend of the late lamented Governor John A. 
Ancrew, on whose nomination, while President of the Mew England Historic Genealogi- 
cal Society, he was chosen a member. In this Society he took much interest, dedicating 
his Bibliography to its members, and making to its Library valuable gifts, which were 
continued after his settlement in Colorado. He took special interest in American 
History, and accumulated a large library relating to this subject. He was highly 
successful in obtaining the various works printed in the United States written or pub- 
lished by Roman Catholics. He was interested in the success of the Numismatic Society, 
and was a warm friend of its first President, Dr. Winslow Lewis. His collection of medals, 
coins and numismatic works was valuable. Among his coins were some of the finest 
and rarest specimens in the Colonial and Mint Series. The collection was sold by 
Mr. W. E. Woodward in New York, November 11, 1862, and brought about four thou- 
sand dollars. Among his literary publications was a French Grammar, published in 
Italy ; “ A Month in May,” 1853; “ Life of Blessed Paul of the Cross,” 1860; “Italy in 
the Fifteenth Century;” “Diary of a Soldier,” 1861 ; “The French Zouave,” 1863 ; 
“Carmel the Pianist,’ 1863; “The Spirit of St. Francis de Sales,” from the French, 
1866 ; “ Bibliographia Catholica Americana ;” a list of works written by Roman Catholic 
authors and published in the United States, from 1784 to 1820 inclusive. 1872, 8vo. 
pp. 319. He was also literary editor of the “ Boston Pilot” during the years 1866 and 
1867. EG 


Dr. Henry R. LinpERma\, late Director of the Mint, died in Washington, January 
27. The next number of the Yourna/ will contain a brief sketch of his life and work 
in connection with the United States Mint. 


BOOK NOTICES. 


A CATALOGUE oF THE GREEK CoINS IN THE British Museum. —Sicity. Lonpon: PRinTep By 
ORDER OF THE TrustEEs, &c., &c. 1876. 


Tue authorities of the British Museum have lately taken earnest hold of the work of printing 
catalogues of the coins in that institution. Two series are in progress, that of ancient Greek 
coins, (so called,) and that of Eastern, or early Mohammedan, ‘The former is of course the 
more generally interesting. The first volume on coins of ltaly was noticed in the Yourna/, IX, 72. 
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The second is on the coins of Sicily, and worthily follows. The Sicilian collection is a fine one, 
its crowning glory being of course the series of Syracuse, numbering 723. This number is very 
naturally surpassed by the National Museum of Naples, which contains about 1,000, besides more 
than as many more in the Santangelo collection, all described in printed catalogue. The series 
of the British Museum is arranged according to the Sequence of Mr. Barclay V. Head, as printed 
in 1874, which has been accepted as authoritative, though perhaps depending somewhat too much 
on the artistic quality of the coins. Certain it is, that no such rule could be applied to the coins 
of the United States for the last century, nor to those of Europe generally for the last two centuries. 
It is not safe, however, to attempt any real criticism of the arrangement, where one is without the 
opportunity of studying a much larger collection than any in this country. The volume should 
be owned by every collector of antique coins. 

The coinage of the island of Sicily offers peculiarly attractive inducements to the collector. 
Its geographical advantage is not to be overlooked, since, being an island, its fixed limits allow no 
question as to whether any city is rightly or wrongly included. Artistically, the coinage is not 
surpassed for beauty, nor for the study of the development of that beauty from the rude forms of 
early date. Its coinage has naturally been described by various authors, whose volumes show 
improvement very like that of the coins themselves. The first work of importance is that of 
Philip Paruta, published at Palermo in 1612, of which a second edition by Leonard Agostini 
appeared at Rome in 1649. I have the third, edited and published by Mark Meier at Lyons in 
1697. It describes not the ancient coins alone, but is brought down to Philip 1V. of Spain. It 
contains many plates, but in the foolish fashion of the time, the coins are all engraved as of the 
same size, exactness being sacrificed to the uniform appearance of the pages. Two other editions 
seem to have been printed at Leyden, one at least edited by Sigebert Havercamp. The next work 
of great importance is that of Gabriel Lancelot Castelli, Prince of Torremuzza, printed at Palermo, 
1781, with supplements of 1789 and 1791. It is a splendid volume, a folio with beautiful plates, 
107, 9 and g. Unfortunately its critical accuracy is not equal to its appearance, and it has not 
been generally accepted as an absolute authority. Other works before the date of the British 
Museum catalogue require no mention. The Baron Pennisi of Aci Reale, one of the richest 
Sicilians, is often said to own the finest collection in existence of the coins of the island, and is 
understood to have some intention of printing a catalogue. It is sincerely to be hoped that he 





will do so. W. S. A. 
EDITORIAL. 
Tue ‘‘ Mickley Medal,” of which we give an account in this number of the Yournal, is 
thus described by a gentleman who is good authority on the subject : — ‘'I regard it as a master- 


piece of Medallic engraving. Observe how natural and soft are the flesh and hair ; how very 
expressive the features ; how delicately even the veins appear on the forehead. The likeness is 
considered perfect.” Mr. Henry J. Mickley, 1329 South 15th Street, Philadelphia, will have a 
few of these medals struck—the price of which we understand will be two dollars and fifty cents. 
See Mr. Harzfeld’s notice on our advertising pages. 

WE have received regularly the ‘‘ Chaine d’ Union,” a Masonic magazine, published monthly, 
at Paris, by Monsieur Hubert. We have before acknowledged his valuable assistance, kindly 
rendered in preparing the Catalogue of Masonic Medals. In a late issue we notice a translation 
of Dr. Morris’s article on the Liberty cap, from the last number of the Yourna/. Mons. Hubert 
has distinguished himself by his opposition to the atheistic course of the Grand Orient of France. 


We are under renewed obligations to Mr. G. F. Ulex, of Hamburg, for various foreign 
Catalogues and Numismatic Journals. Probably there are now few if any collections of American 
pieces, on the continent, so extensive as that of Mr. Ulex, — which we believe was only surpassed 
by the Fonrobert collection, lately dispersed. 


WE have received from Mr. S. K. Harzfeld, of Philadelphia, a neatly printed and well 
arranged catalogue or price list, lately issued, and entitled, ‘‘Old Coins and their Values.” It is 
like all of Mr. Harzfeld’s work, well and carefully prepared, and we notice it has already been 
referred to as an authority in the Zranscrip/ ‘‘ Notes and Queries.” 


WE beg to call the attention of our readers to the fact that this volume of the Yournal con- 
tains not only more pages than any of its predecessors except the last, but also a much greater 
amount of reading matter than the last or any previous volume. Another volume begins with the 
next number, and with some new arrangements lately made, we shall be able to give increased 
interest to its pages. We shall be glad to receive from numismatists, whether amateurs, collectors, 
or dealers, notes, queries, items of interest or other appropriate articles for our pages. Especially 
shall we appreciate any aid they may give us in extending our circulation. 
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